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FROM THE PASTOR
Everyday Heroes
In July Nazareth Lutheran church hosted Vacation Bible School with Cambridge United Methodist Church with the theme of Hero Central.  The church organizers early in the planning wanted the children an opportunity to meet everyday heroes in our communities.  The heroes were contacted and all accepted graciously knowing they would be surrounded by 40+ children, children who loved to dance and sing; do crafts, do science, and hear stories about Bible heroes.  We invited our everyday heroes to be a part of a skit with our hero puppet Flame at the end of the evening.  Then the children were given an opportunity to ask questions.  I must admit I was a little nervous about this part of the program but not our everyday heroes because they very hospitable and well they were heroes.  You know brave, courageous, caring, and loving were all the everyday heroes we invited to VBS.

Monday, our everyday hero was Police Chief Mark Pote from the Huxley Police Department.  The children gave Chief Pote a standing ovation and then came forward to shake his hand.  All except one child who was scared and crying.  Chief Pote went and kneeled before her and quietly said it was ok that she didn’t have to shake his hand.  The five year old looked up long enough to say, “really?”  He said “yes, really.”  He smiled and said “you were very brave talking to me.”  He got up and went among the dancing children and started to dance in uniform.  A true everyday hero.
Tuesday, was the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Department and two fire trucks.  They came for the evening and showed the children the trucks and the water hose.  Yes, water was used and yes children did get wet.  Firefighter Jake Hermanson joined us inside for the skit and questions.  They had a lot of questions about what the firefighters wore to a fire.  Loudly they gave our everyday heroes the firefighters a standing ovation and ran to shake his hand.  
Wednesday, we were very blessed to have three Vietnam veterans with us (John Griffith, Rock Riedi, and Mike Parent. and two in active service (Captain Jen Pote who is in the Reserves and Master-Sergeant Nathan Hovland who is in the National Guard).  The children were quiet and listened as our everyday heroes from the military shared their stories.  One of the veterans asked if the children knew the pledge of allegiance.  They all shouted YES.  So we put the American flag front and center and everyone stood and said the pledge.  Then after the standing ovation the children stood in line and gave each member of the military a thank you for their service.  I found this a very touching few moments.
Thursday, one doctor, three nurses, and one veterinary technician joined us as everyday heroes.  We gave approximately 15 minutes for our skit and questions but the kids had so many questions for Dr. Kevin Rahner, Nurse Juli Sharpnack, Nurse Julee Hilgenberg, Nurse Katie Smith, and Lisa Smith, Vet Tech.  The special guest was Theo, Nurse Katie’s dog and Lisa’s prop.  The kids were still talking well after 8pm.  One young girl asked what each of the people struggled with in their jobs.  All agreed it was when any of their patients were so sick nothing could be done.  Dr. Rahner told the children when he had bad news for any patient he would pray with them and for them.  
Friday, our everyday heroes were several people who have answered God’s call.  Our Heroes were Pastor Rick Baarda, Ronda Ceynar, Kurt Ceynar, Wendy Dubberke, and Pastor Marcia Kisner.  Pastor Rick shared that God asked him to become a Pastor after working in construction for years.  He told the children you never know where God will send you but you just have to listen.  Ronda and Kurt have been called to work with children, youth and in the mission fields through their music.  And Wendy’s call is through the love of working with children.  Pastor Marcia was silent because she was busy as Flame the Superhero puppet, which says something about what God has called her to do in the church, have fun!
All week long we were a witness to our children engaged with the everyday heroes of our communities.  There are many who say there are so many sad and bad stories concerning our children, yet, I tell you there are many good and kind children listening and learning and sharing.  Thank you to our everyday heroes who are active in our lives and to the children who admire them.
 I love you all...Pastor Marcia
In Our Prayers This Week:

Jessyca Espinosa, Don Hunter, Marcia Kisner, Arnie Pearson, Matt Carver, Alan Duhn, Liam Griggs, Camden Kelsey, Patti Barnett, Chad Grandon, Don Rhode, Ken Larkin, Eva Mae Sampson, Doc Bartleson, Diane Pickar, Mary Ann Apland, Dorothy Denton, Max Dobson, Janet & Roger Thorsen, and all the military especially Taylor Bartleson, Jackson Ringgenberg, Nathan Hovland, and Neal Hovland.

We lift up our community as we faithfully pray for peace and faith in our country and the world.
August & September Birthdays

August





September

10 Ray Ringgenberg



20 Frankie Ringgenberg
10 Juanita Olson




20 Allyn Ackerman Carlson
23 Ericka Durby




22 Riley Kelly
29 Emily Kelly




23 Eva Mae Sampson
31 Linda Ballenger

If you wish to have your name added to the birthday list, or if it is incorrect, please calls Eileen at the office 
515-383-4328

Upcoming Events:

· School Supply Drive  August 20th
· Iowa Cubs game 1:08 PM August 27th
· Iowa Jeep Event Fund Raiser September 23rd and 24th
· Bar-b-que dinner and a show (date undetermined)
Weekly Income for July
	July
	Offering 
	 Attendance

	2
	 $   1,365.00 
	20

	9
	 $   1,371.27 
	20

	16
	 $      546.00 
	26

	23
	 $      997.00 
	21

	30
	 
	 


Your church needs $4,897.92 monthly to meet budget and does so through your generous giving.

Sunday School Announcements
Children and Adult Sunday School as well as Confirmation and Adult Bible Study have ended for the summer.  Sunday School will start again on September 10 and Confirmation and Bible Study will start on September 13th.  Hope you or your children or grandchildren will join us then.
Iowa All Breeds Jeep Show
What: We are planning a fund raiser and will be hosting a Walking Taco booth at this Iowa All Breeds Jeep Event. 

When: September 23rd and 24th

Where:  Cambridge Off Road Park 815 Center St, Cambridge, IA 50046

Who:  Congregational members to help serve Taco’s and Drinks
There is a planning meeting on August 6 with the event hosts, so Eileen will be sending information and asking for volunteers after that meeting.  Right now we are planning to ask some local businesses to donate items for the walking tacos.  If you know of a business that might be willing to help let Eileen know.
Nazareth Lutheran Church Council Meeting

Sunday, July 16, 2017

Meeting was called to order at 11:28 AM by President Mark Lewis.  Present for the meeting were Mark Lewis, Dave Lewis, Steve Lewis, John Egeland, Nathan Hovland, Pastor Marcia, Joyce Allen, and Church Secretary Eileen Lewis.  Also sitting in was parishioner Allyn Ackerman.  Minutes from the June 18th meeting were approved as read.

1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Lisa wasn’t present for the meeting but submitted her reports.  Totals from the Silent Auction were $1,582.50, which were welcomed but down a bit from previous years.  The ledger remains in the black, but the once-a-year Property / Liability and Worker’s Comp Insurance, which were $2,805.00 and $492.00 respectively, left a balance of $2,075.50 after an opening balance of $4,987.90.  But no funds were transferred from the Capital Improvement Fund.  SCRIP had an opening balance of $442.94 and closed with $476.84.  

2.  Pastor’s Report:   Pastor Marcia spent time on the Silent Auction, and visiting with Nancy Weatherman and Cambridge resident Royal Smith, who has cancer.  Also worked on getting ready for Vacation Bible School.

3. Committee Reports

Property:  See “Old Business”

Christian Ed:  Vacation Bible School is next week!

Stewardship:  Nothing to report

In reach / outreach:  Nothing new to report

Music and Worship:  Ditto

4.  Old Business:  The Bell Tower is completed, and pretty close to Hedrick’s estimate.  Their bid of $14,871.50 ended up being $16,691.40. As feared, $1940 addition charges were added due to rotted decking boards and bottom posts. (The $120 difference was due to some charges being less than the original bid.) Though the bell tower looks great, there still are a few items that need attention.  First, the rope to ring the bell is gone.  Secondly, the electric boxes are not mounted on the wall.  Also, the electric wire and tolling bell rope are in the same junction hole, with the electric wire lacking conduit.  In addition, the twin corner pieces aren’t level.  
Eileen will give Hedrick a call about the concerns. Discussion given as to how to best pay for the new tower.  The Memorial Fund has a balance of $9,756.57.  $522 of which will pay off the sound system.  The remaining balance is comprised of many smaller funds, which, if used here, could clean up the account.  John Egeland agreed to use his mother’s donation, as did the Lewis’s with their mother’s funds.  Eileen will contact the remaining families and send thank-you notes, letting them know where their donations were utilized.  More information for fund raising ideas to cover the balance is under “New Business.”  
Next order of business concerned the new electric piano.  Kurt said it would be in this week, and hopefully in place for the VBS program on Friday, July 21.  
Lastly, discussion was given regarding the 501c application for federal designation.  Since NLC is a smaller church, a shorter form – 1023EZ – could be used instead of the original 32-pager.  However, to receive the approval letter would necessitate a $275 fee, renewable every three years.  Discussion (albeit a very short one) given as to whether to continue with the process, and whether or not it was worth the fee.  Pastor Marcia suggested this subject be tabled, and the council was in total agreement. 

5.  New Business:  The picnic planned for July 23 at Hickory Grove has been cancelled.  It’s too hot, and too close to VBS.  It was suggested to reset it for Rally Day in September.  
Also discussed were various ideas for a fund raiser dinner and show to help  pay for the bell tower.  Eileen found out the comedian, Scott Davis, originally suggested charges $4700 a show, and his performances are more geared as an outreach to get people to come to church.  Instead, a musician, Ryan Sheller was suggested who only charges $100 a show, and a website, Gigmaster, has a list of entertainers.  Joyce knows a magician, Keith West, who is from Iowa, and will reach out to him to check fees and availability.

Lastly, Kurt and Ronda asked NLC to be a part of a fundraiser in September.  They are hosting a Jeep Off Road rally on a Saturday and Sunday, and are asking for help with food booths and places for the participants to sleep.  The council agreed to help with food and have a walking taco booth.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:14 by President Mark Lewis, and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen, Council Secretary.
Food Pantry

The Cambridge Food Pantry hours are changing. The Food Pantry will be open from 5:00 – 7:00 Pm every Tuesday.  The guidelines to continue to receive assistance from the USDA require that the food pantry be open a minimum of 2 hours.  Without the assistance from the USDA the food pantry could not remain open at all. If you are interested in volunteering at the food pantry, or are in need of assistance, please contact Janet Thorson at 515-383-4392.  The Food Pantry is located in the basement of the Cambridge United Methodist church.
Upcoming Worship Volunteers

	August
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	6
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Mike L
	Wendy R

	13
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Nathan H
	 

	20
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	Ray R
	 

	27
	Doug Larkin Family
	Robin S
	 

	September
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	3
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Steve L
	Dale D

	10
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Vince T
	 

	17
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Wendy R
	 

	24
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Eileen L
	 

	October
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	1
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Ellen O
	John E

	8
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	John E
	 

	15
	Doug Larkin Family
	Joyce A
	 

	22
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Kevin L
	 

	29
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Maria T
	Joyce A


Activities for the Month of August & September
August





September

Tuesday

Aug 1 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday

Aug 6

10:15 AM Worship




Tuesday

Aug 8

5:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday
Aug 13
10:15 AM Worship 
Tuesday


Aug 15
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday
10:15 AM Worship 
Aug 20
Council Meeting

School Supply Drive Day
Tuesday

Aug 22
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday
10:15 AM Worship
Aug 27
 1:05 PM Iowa Cubs 
Tuesday

Aug 29
5:00 PM Food Pantry
Sunday


Sept 3
10:15 AM Worship
Tuesday

Sept 5 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Sept 10
10:15 AM Worship
Rally Sunday

Tuesday


Sept 12
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Sept 13
6:00 PM Confirmation
Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Sept 17
10:15 AM Worship

Church Council Meeting

Tuesday


Sept 15
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Sept 16
6:00 PM Confirmation
Saturday
Iowa Jeep Event

Sept 23
Fund Raiser

Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Sept 24
10:15 AM Worship
Tuesday


Sept 26
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Sept 27
6:00 PM Confirmation

	9
	



