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FROM THE PASTOR

     A Special Invitation
The Lenten Season (40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter) is a time for reflection and teaching and we invite you to participate with us at Nazareth Lutheran this year.  Our theme is “Singing the Faith” and we will be sharing some hymns and a special children’s song “All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir.”  The hymns that will be highlighted are A Mighty Fortress is Our God; You Are Mine (sung by Nazareth Choir); Beneath the Cross of Jesus; Amazing Grace; and Jesus Loves Me.  The Sunday’s of Lent are March 5, 12, 19, 26, and April 2.  We hope you will join us for worship and fellowship.  We wish to share our love for Jesus and each other with all of you.
The children’s message this year during Lent will be a fun and silly song titles “All God’s Creatures God a Place in the Choir.”  We will be learning how God’s church has a place for everyone using animals as examples of this message.  For all God’s creatures got a place in the choir; some sing low and some sing higher; some sing out loud on a telephone wire; some just clap their hands, or paws or anything they’ve got now.  We will be teaching the song and sharing messages about how God wants all of us to share our gifts with each other and we are all accepted into the “choir.”  You will be meeting some very special characters a singing bird, a hoot owl, a donkey, an old gray badger, and maybe a hippopotamus.  We may get a little silly with the song but we want all God’s children to know all are accepted and loved.
Following worship each Sunday we have fellowship and we love to have you join us so we can have time to get to know each other.  Know that all are welcome and service is at 10:15am.  


Nazareth members:  please mark your calendars for our Lenten season schedule.  Also, I invite you to cut out the invitation and pass it on to your neighbors and friends.  I have spent much time in prayer and planning for this Lenten season and I can’t wait to share God’s gospel with all.  
In Our Prayers This Week:

Matt Carver, Alan Duhn, Liam Griggs, Camden Kelsey, Patti Barnett, Chad Grandon, Dave Hilgenberg,  Don Rhode, Ken Larkin, Eva Mae Sampson, Doc Bartleson, Diane Pickar, Mary Ann Apland, Dorothy Denton, Max Dobson, Janet & Roger Thorsen, Daisy Fjelland, and all the military especially Taylor Bartleson, Jackson Ringgenberg, Nathan Hovland, and Neal Hovland.

We lift up our congregation as we faithfully work through our financial difficulties and prayerfully consider our future as a church.
February Birthdays

10 Pastor Marcia



11 Mark Lewis

16 Tim Lang




17 Dale Dunlap
If you wish to have your name added to the birthday list, or if it is incorrect, please calls Eileen at the office 515-383-4328
Activities for the Month of February

Wednesday


Feb 1
 
6:30 PM Confirmation

Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Feb 5

10:15 AM Worship Service

Tuesday

Feb 7

6:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday
   6:00 PM Confirmation
Feb 8

7:00 PM Bible Study
Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Feb 12
10:15 AM Worship Service
Tuesday

Feb 14
6:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday
   6:00 PM Confirmation
Feb 15
7:00 PM Bible Study
Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Feb 19
10:15 AM Worship Service

Tuesday

Feb 21
6:00 PM Food Panty 
Wednesday
   6:00 PM Confirmation
Feb 22
7:00 PM Bible Study
Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Feb 26
10:15 AM Worship Service
Tuesday

Feb 7

6:00 PM Food Pantry

Sunday school Announcements…
The Children’s Sunday School is preparing to “Learn about Lent”.  The children will be learning how everyone has a place in God’s church.  It will be a fun time learning new songs and learning about animals and people.  Sunday School is at 9:00 AM every Sunday before worship.  We hope to see you there.
Confirmation News

In the past the Confirmation class has discontinued during the Lenten season so that they can participate in the weekly Worship Service.  We are changing things up this year and we will continue to have class each week.  Class will be from 6:00 to 6:45 pm.
Adult Bible Study
Currently we are studying “Who is Jesus?”  Soon we will be switching to a new study.  So please come it is really exciting.  Adult Bible Study will continue during the Lenten Season each Wednesday from 7:00 to 8:00 PM.  

Upcoming Worship Volunteers

	February
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	5
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Maria T
	John E

	12
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Mark L
	 

	19
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Mike L
	 

	26
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	Nathan H
	 

	March
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	1 Ash Wednesday
	Doug Larkin Family
	Ray R
	Joyce A

	5
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Robin S
	Mark L

	12
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Steve L
	 

	19
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Vince T
	 

	26
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Wendy R
	 

	April
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	2
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Eileen L
	Nancy W

	9
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	Ellen O
	 

	13 Maundy
	Doug Larkin Family
	John E
	Steve L

	14 Good Friday
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Joyce A
	 

	16 Easter
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Kevin L
	Wendy R

	23
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Maria T
	 

	30
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Mark L
	 


Nazareth Lutheran Church Council Meeting

Sunday, January 8, 2017

A very brief council meeting was held prior to the Annual Meeting, set for January 18, 2017.  The meeting was called to order during Fellowship at 11:35 AM by President Mark Lewis.  Present for the meeting were Mark Lewis, Vince Tomlinson, John Egeland, Dave Lewis, Joyce Allen, and church secretary Eileen Lewis.  No minutes from December were read, nor were committee reports or pastor’s report given.

First item on the agenda was changing Pastor Marcia’s hours to ¾ time.  The proposed hours and salary would be $29,475.00 per year, with pension and medical at $11,850.00.  Without the proposed cuts, salary and pension/medical would be $39,300.00 / $16,000.00 respectively.  This would save the church $10,810.42 annually.  Motion made by John to change Pastor’s hours and income as mentioned above, seconded by Dave.  Motion carried.

Secondly, discussion was given as to the designation of offerings.  Motion made by Vince that all offerings to go the General Fund, including special days such as Good Friday, Ash Wednesday, Christmas Eve, etc.  Motion was seconded by John, motion carried.

Third item concerned mission support.  In the past, $2,000 was donated.  Motion made by Dave for the amount to stay the same, seconded by John.  Motion carried.

Last item discussed was the newly proposed sound system.  The amount estimated by Kurt Ceynar was $ 917.00, part of which was already paid for by donations from parishioners.  We still hope more donations will come in, otherwise, the balance will be taken from Memorial Funds.

There being no further business, the meeting was “informally” adjourned by Eileen Lewis at 11:45 AM.  No objections from any Council members, including the President.  Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen, Council Secretary.

Minutes of the 2016 Nazareth Lutheran Church Congregational Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 15, 2017

President Mark Lewis called the meeting to order at 11:07, and Pastor Marcia opened with prayer.  23 members of the congregation were present for the meeting.  


The secretary read the minutes of the 2015 meeting and there was a correction to the amount of the Mission collection in 2015. The minutes reported $1,198.00 but the amount should have been 1,772.00.  The minutes were approved with this correction.


Janet Thorson announced that the treasurer’s report for the food bank contained some errors.  She will provide a corrected report that will be published in an upcoming monthly newsletter.  Lisa Smith indicated that there is a new Treasurer’s report for a Script bank account. The other Committee Reports were approved as presented by the congregation with all ayes.

Old Business:  Nothing to report.

New Business:  


$2,000 had been proposed for 2016 Synod Mission support, but only $1,840.00 was given.  John Egeland moved that we increase the donation by $160.00 to the proposed $2,000.00 Dave Lewis seconded and the motion carried. Wendy Dubberke motioned that the 2017 Mission Support should be $1,000, seconded by Steve Lewis. There was much discussion regarding the amount, it was noted that we can continue to send what we collect to the Synod Mission, but we will not need to make up any lapse out of our general fund.  The motion was put to a vote and the motion carried.


Designation of offerings Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday should go to MICA; Christmas Program, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to the General Fund.  Dave Lewis moved to accept as is, seconded by Wendy Dubberke. The motion was carried.


The church sound system has stopped working and Kurt Cynar made some suggestions for new components.  He stated that he would install the system for no extra charge.  The total amount for the suggested components was $917.00, although some members have made pledges to fund some of the components.  Thank You Nathan and Janis Hovland and Joyce Allen.  Jerry Lund mentioned that Kreg Tool recently replaced their sound system and he would check with them to see if they would donate some of the components.  


The council indicated that the balance needed to pay for the new sound system would come from the undesignated memorial money.  Donations for the sound system will be accepted until February 12th.


Pastor Marcia and the council had suggested that a way to save money for the congregation would be to cut her hours here at the church.  It was decided that she would work ¾ time and that would result in a ¾ cut to her salary and her pension.  The congregation will continue to pay 100% of the medical insurance and her utilities.  Nancy Weatherman motioned to accept the change to Pastor Marcia’s hours, salary and pension, Randy Dubberke seconded the motion and the congregation passed it with all ayes.

The 2017 budget showing the reduction in hours was approved by a motion from John Egeland, seconded by Steve Lewis.

Pastor Marcia motioned for the approval of the 2017 Ballot and seconded by Randy Dubberke, with approval of all ayes by the congregation.  
Pastor Marcia wanted to thank the Council for their work in 2016. She stated it had been a wonderful year and was happy to work with and for such a great congregation.  She feels that her call has been reaffirmed and looks forward to a great 2017.

President Mark Lewis adjourned the meeting at 11:35.








Respectfully submitted by 
Eileen Lewis, Church Secretary.

Pastor’s Hours

The congregation voted to have me go ¾ time and I thought you might be interested in what my schedule will look like.  There of course will be changes at times because of hospital visits, deaths or weddings.  I’ve already begun and it seems to be working out fairly well.  Of course I am flexible so if you need or want me to visit let me know...515-215-0609.  Thanks.  Pastor Marcia
Pastor’s Schedule
Monday
Day off (once a month meet with colleagues in Iowa City 9am - 4pm)
Tuesday
8:00 - 8:30am  
Devotions and Prayer
9am - 11am

Text Study 


1pm - 5pm 

Michaels


5:30pm - 6:30pm 
swimming 


7:00pm - 9pm  
Preparation for Wednesday Bible 
               
                                                                                Study and or paperwork
Wednesday
8:00am - 8:30am
Devotions and Prayer
8:30am - 10:30am 
Quilting  (April - December)


11:30am 

Exercise with Personal trainer
1:30pm - 3:30pm  
Women’s meeting and Bible Study 
(April - December)


3pm - 4pm

Worship at Ballard Creek
3:30pm - 5pm 
Preparation for Confirmation
5pm-7:00pm 
Confirmation
7:00-8:00pm 
Bible Study
Thursday
8:00am - 8:30am
Devotions and Prayer


9am-12pm

Paperwork/lunch meetings
1pm - 5pm  

Michaels


5:30pm - 6:30 
swimming
6:30 - 9:00pm  
visits 
Friday

Day Off


1pm - 5pm

Michaels (once in awhile)


5:30pm - 6:30pm 
swimming
Saturday
8:00am - 8:30am
Devotions and Prayer
10am-12noon 
Meeting times

1pm - 5pm  

preparation for Sunday 
(Sunday school and  worship)
Sunday
6:00am - 7:00am
Devotions and Prayer
8am - 12noon
Church
1pm - 5pm 

nursing home and home visits
Weekly Income for December and January
	December
	 Offering 
	Attendance

	4
	 $           1,711.00 
	27

	11
	 $           1,687.00 
	35

	18
	 $              430.00 
	26

	24
	 $           2,953.00 
	51

	25
	 $              675.00 
	12

	Total
	 $           7,456.00 
	 

	January
	 
	 

	1
	 $           1,365.00 
	12

	8
	 $              765.00 
	26

	15
	 $           1,732.00 
	41

	22
	 $              885.00 
	23

	29
	 
	 

	Total
	 $           4,747.00 
	 


Your church needs $4,897.92 monthly to meet budget and does so through your generous giving.  (This monthly amount is significantly reduced due to the change in Pastor Marcia’s hours.)
Sound System

Kurt Ceynar met with Pastor and a few parishioners after adult Bible study on Wednesday, November 9, 2016, regarding a new sound system for the church. Here are his suggestions and costs.  No extra charges for labor and installation.

BEHRINGER XENYX X2222USB Mixer


$249.00

Amplifier






    99.00

1000 watt 3-way speakers




  225.00

Hand held microphone (Behringer 3 pac)

    96.00

Wireless Microphone System (2)


      
    79.00

Stands / Mounts / Fixings




  170.00

Grand Total






$917.00

This “grand total” isn’t totally accurate, as the mixer has already been paid for by the Hovelands, and Joyce Allen is buying the microphone system.  Jerry Lund mentioned that Kreg Tool recently replaced their sound system and he would check with them to see if they would donate some of the components. An additional donation has also come in from the Carly Bartleson Memorial.  

Donations for the sound system will be accepted until February 12th.  After that time the remaining funds for the sound system will come from undesignated Memorial money.
Lenten Season
Ash Wednesday
March 1
Worship 6:30pm

Maundy Thursday
April 13
Worship 6:30pm

Good Friday

April 14
Worship 6:30pm

Easter Sunday
April 16
Breakfast 8:30AM

Easter Egg Hunt 9:30AM

Worship 10:15AM

	8
	



