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“Jesus Wept”  John 11:35 
We pray for the 19 children and 2 adults who died at Robb Elementary in Texas, we also pray 

for their families, friends and all affected by this tragedy. 
 

From the Pastor 

 
Go Tell the World was the theme for the 2022 Synod Assembly and on Sunday, May 22 we began at 

Nazareth to tell those in church that morning that Jesus Loves all of us, using the mega phones 
Pastor Marcia brought back from the Assembly. 

 
On Sunday, after worship and fellowship the church council met until 1:30 in the afternoon.  

No, we did not meet that long because of anything bad.  It was just a day to talk, to share, to laugh, 
and to tell each other the many ministries that are happening in our little church and in our 
community.  God is so alive at Nazareth and the workers of the church are willing and able to share 
the love of God with each other and those in our world.  We really do “Go Out and Tell the World.” 

Two ideas that came out of the council meeting were a women’s bible study (used to be called 
a ladies circle in the old days) and restarting the committee to serve funerals at Nazareth. 

Last week when I visited with people from First Lutheran Church in Newton, the “Martha 
Circle” asked me to attend the first part of their meeting to have treats and to serve communion.  I 
discovered this is the only remaining circle left in their church and they only have five women who 
attend.  I asked them if they had thought of no longer meeting and they said no it didn’t matter if 
there was two or three of them they would continue to gather to share their faith and their lives with 
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Jesus.  Walking out I called Jane and told her about this small circle of women and asked Jane if she 
thought we could maybe gather 2 or 3 or more women to do “treats” and Bible study.  Before I 
finished Jane said yes!  She and I decided that we can spend this summer talking to women, deciding 
a time to meet, deciding a place to meet, finding a Bible study, and meeting in the fall.  Can’t wait to 
talk to you all to see what you think. 

The second idea is about serving at funerals.  Look in this newsletter and read more about this 
particular ministry.  And look to sign up for what you might be interested in concerning helping. 

There was much more that we spoke of during our council time together and we will be 
sharing those ideas with you.  Also, take time to read the minutes to hear more…Blessings to all of 
you and thank you for shouting out your love of Jesus to all.     Pastor Marcia 

 
Lisa, Jane, and Sheila…they could 

start a singing group using these mega 
phones…sharing the good news with you 
and I.  

 
 

In Our Prayers This Month 
All the people of the world as COVID-19 threaten. 

 Forest Burke, Julie Curtis, John and Patsy Griffith, Jayna  Grauerholz, Ken Bauge, Nancy Reed, 
Pastor Marcia,  Richard Ness, Neal & Denise Kisner, Greg Leavengood, Alyce Madren, April Leber, 
Mike Peterson, Jean Olson, Tim Barker, Lori Ness, Shari Kisner, Liam Griggs, Neal Hovland, Mary Ann 
Apland, Scott, John, Janet & Roger Thorsen. 

And all Veterans, & active military especially Drayke & Dylan Eshelman, Jacob Morgan, Taylor 
Bartleson, Alex Kuberry, Jackson and Winter Ringgenberg.

 

June Birthdays 
5 Garrett Carlson   6 Sara Olson 
10 Emily Larkin Luke  10 Olaf Espinosa 
13 Wade Grauerholz   13 Nathan Hovland 
15 Eileen Lewis   20 Sheila Duhn 
22 Holly Larkin   26 Mava Lewis 
26 Xavier Hovland-Smith  28 Eleanor Leiber 

Please call Eileen at the church office, 515-383-4328 to let her know  
if someone’s birthday is missing or incorrect. 
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Nazareth Lutheran Church Council 
May 22, 2022 

 
Nazareth Lutheran Church’s Council was called to order at 11:33 by President Mark Lewis 

following fellowship.  Present for the meeting were Mark Lewis, Nathan Hovland, Lisa Smith, Dave 
Lewis, John Egeland, Pastor Marcia, Joyce Allen, Church Administrator, Eileen Lewis, along with Jane 
Rohde sitting in.  Minutes from the April 5 Council Meeting, April 24 Congregational Meeting, and 
April 24 Council Meeting were approved as read, with the corrections of 21 people were present at 
the Congregational Meeting, Dave Lewis, not Mark Lewis seconded the proposed updates to the 
Parsonage, and the handyman’s last name is Ausmes.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: General Fund’s balance began at $17,785.32. A deposit of $5,723.62 was 
added, including an even $5000 in offering, $327.19 in gifts/donations, $80 in Kringla/Lefse sales, 
$35 for ELCA Good Gifts, $43 for Easter Lilies and breakfast, $3 from ink purchase, and a HuxComm 
allocation of $235.43.  Disbursements amounted to $4,861.19, with $126.73 in office supplies, 
$72.19 for Lilies, and $86.75 for an ad from last October’s play that’s bill was never received.  
Savings has a balance of $421.74, Capital Improvement stands at $21,977.73, and $9,770.96 in 
Missions.  SCRIP opened with a balance of $2,030.54, $900 was deposited and $485 was disbursed, 
leaving a balance of $2,445.54. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  All is going well in Newton and Ankeny.  She talked about Newton’s Martha Circle 
of five people, and Jane discussed the possibility of starting one here.  Nazareth had one in years 
past, and met in individual homes to avoid running the heater or AC at the church.  The idea was 
well received, and something to consider doing in the fall.  Pastor then mentioned that Arlyss met 
some older teens at the citywide garage sale, and invited them to church.  Though they seemed 
interested, they didn’t come today. However, today’s sermon spoke to “changing the culture,” 
something brought up during last weekend’s Synod meeting, and appreciated Arlyss practicing that 
very thing.  

Preparation for the silent auction is going well, and reported Tim Smith received a donation of 
four $20 gift cards from Jethro’s.  VBS was slated for the week of August 8, but too many people will 
be gone then.  So, the first week of August was proposed instead.  Pastor Marcia will talk to the 
Methodist church’s new pastor, who is a theatre major as well.  She is considering teaching different 
Bible stories, like Daniel and the lion’s den, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the fiery furnace, 
Jacob and Esau, etc.   
 
Committee Reports: 
Property:  A lot of stuff is being moved out of the parsonage basement.  Tile has been ripped up, 
drywalls are torn down, but some of the walls in the basement need to be bleached.  Plumbing is 
done for the washer/dryer, but the wiring still needs to be done.   
Christian Ed:  Children’s Sunday School went well, and will plan to study parables in the fall.  VBS 
planning underway as mentioned above. 
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Stewardship:  Nothing to report   
In reach / outreach:  Discussed the possibility of selling Kringla on the Friday night of Fireman’s 
Days.  We will also have some Kringla for sale at the silent auction. 
Music and Worship:  Music done through June 
 
Old Business: 

Work at the parsonage was already discussed under property.  Pest control was then 
addressed.  Diam wants $300 initially, which includes spraying three to four feet around the outside, 
around baseboards inside, and to set traps for mice, then $60 monthly for maintenance.  Orkin is 
$300 initially as well, but they spray all the way up to the eaves.  Or we can do the inside for $235 
initially and $60 a month maintenance.  Lastly, Terminex wants $125 initially to spray inside and out, 
and $62.50 monthly for maintenance, or $275 initially and $137.50 quarterly for maintenance.  Lisa 
motioned to accept Terminex’s quarterly proposal, John seconded, Council approved.  Lisa was also 
interested in how they would handle payment – whether funds can automatically be pulled from the 
account or do they require payment by check?  Discussion also given as to day and time they would 
come.  Eileen requested they spray around windows and doors as well, and to address the hole 
under the ramp outside to keep unwanted critters from crawling inside. 
 
New Business:   
ELCA Good Gifts donations collected over Lent hadn’t yet been allocated.  The total came to $124.70, 
and John motioned to up the amount to $150, Joyce seconded.  So, allocations are as follows: 
     2 piglets at $30 each       $60 
     2 groups of chicks at $10 each      $20 
     1 goat                              $50 
     1 beehive                        $20 
Pastor Marcia moved to accept the donations, Dave seconded, motion carried. 
     Pastor Marcia will be on vacation July 5-11, which will include a Sunday.  John and Joyce will 
cover the service.  Eileen will be out August 1-15, so Pastor will be in charge of Sunday bulletins. 
     Jane then addressed the Council to consider forming a funeral committee.  That way, work and 
responsibility won’t lay on one person.  Perhaps we could form a call list, including those who could 
help serve, set up, cook, etc.  Council all thought this was a good idea, and will be discussed and 
firmed up at a later time. 
     Nathan brought up the possibility of having outdoor service once a month since we’re getting into 
nicer weather.  The only problem is that Sheila has a hard time reading the piano’s display in the sun, 
but Nathan volunteered to rig up a cardboard shield.  So, it was decided May 26 would be our first 
outdoor service, followed by a cookout.  Pray for sunshine! 
     Lots of other new ideas were tossed around:  a cookie walk during Advent; caroling; reminiscing 
about things we did 25 years ago and then doing them, like bowling, skating, sledding, etc.  Another 
game night – maybe Bible Trivia night – was proposed, but that will probably need to wait till fall.  
Pastor Marcia brought up the idea of starting a Children’s Theatre in Cambridge. 
     Eileen received a phone call from Laura with Mission Investment Funds, who wanted Mark, John, 
or Lisa to call her right away, stating it was urgent.  Eileen had no idea what it was about, but 
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speculation is that since there has been no activity in this account for some time, Laura wants to 
make sure it’s still viable. 
     A few other odds and ends were mentioned, such as another Coffee and Conversation on 
Saturday, June 18 from 9:00 – 11:00 AM, and Dale’s granddaughter, Ashley, will be baptized on 
Saturday, May 28.  Someone from Nazareth’s insurance agency will be out to take their pictures of 
the church on Tuesday, May 24, at 10:00 AM. 
     To close the meeting, Mark passed out a Conversation Card to everyone, with questions such as 
“How will your church be remembered?” or “Who was your best example of faith?” It was a nice way 
to close the marathon meeting which adjourned at 1:20 by President Mark Lewis, and closed with 
The Lord’s Prayer.                          Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen, Council Secretary. 

 

Income Report 

April  Offering  Attendance 

4/3  $       2,292.43 20 

4/10  $          844.00 23 

4/14 Maundy Thursday  $          406.00 15 

4/15 Good Friday  No offering  15 

4/17 Easter Sunday  $        1,051.00 22 

4/24  $        1,030.00 21 

Total  $     5,623.43   

May  Offering  Attendance 

5/1  $       1,682.00 17 

5/8  $       1,350.00  24 

5/15  $         415.00 14 

5/22  $       1,070.55 23 

5/29     

Total  $      3,167.55  

The church needs $5,545.83 monthly to meet its budget and does so through your generous giving. 
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Firemen Days 
 Here we are getting ready to start the month of June.  This is a really busy month at Nazareth.  
We have the town celebration, Firemen Days. During the celebration Nazareth sponsors a Silent 
Auction. This has been a major fundraiser for the church for the last 8 years.  We get donations from 
local businesses, casinos and hotels in Iowa, and Major sports teams.  
 This year we have an autographed Green Bay Packer football, autographed basketballs by the 
Iowa State Women’s and Men's coaches, Hawkeye street banners, MLB game tickets and other 
collectibles.  There are hand sewn quilts, Kreg Tools, tickets and food coupons.  
 Please come and check out the auction this year on June 11 from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm at the 
Dorcas Hall on Water street.  I know that there is something you really need. 

 

ELCA Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 
 The 2022 Synod Assembly was held May 20 and 21st in Iowa City.  The theme was Go Tell The 
World.  Pastor Marcia, Vince Tomlinson and Mark Lewis attended. During the assembly the financial 
reports and reports are presented from the organizations that the synod is involved with.  The synod 
elects the members for various committees and any resolutions for the synod are reviewed and voted 
on.  
 The Synod finances appear to be in good shape.  No departments are running in the red, and 
all appear to be doing well.  And the Organizations that the synod partners with are Lutheran 
Services in Iowa (LSI), Lutheran School of Theology and Wartburg Theological Seminary, Grandview 
University and Lutheran Living Senior Campus and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service just to 
name a few.   
 When it came to the Elections, it was a lot like the Council elections here at Nazareth.  Most 
people were running unopposed.  It makes it easier to choose who to vote for that way.  
 On Saturday the resolutions were discussed and they were adopted. The first resolution 
memorializes the 2022 ELCA Church wide Assembly to support Energy Innovation and Carbon 
Dividend Act. The other resolution, “Reaffirmation of Anti-Racism Efforts” resolves that the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod reaffirm its commitment to work on diversity, equity, and inclusion among 
all people as well as to clearly denounce white supremacy as racism and condemn it and energize our 
efforts in our congregations and with the synod’s Anti-racism Network. Lastly, a courtesy resolution 
of thanksgiving for the assembly and ministries of the Southeastern Iowa Synod was received by the 
assembly.  
 To watch videos, see summaries of the meetings and reports and other information, please 
visit  seiasynod.org/assembly 
 Mark, Vince and Pastor Marcia would love to talk about their experience with the Assembly, so 
please chat with them about the very interesting time that they had. 

 

http://www.seiasynod.org/assembly
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It’s a Ministry Thing 
Due to covid beginning in 2020 we were unable to meet for funerals and funeral lunches in the 

church.  We would like to revisit this ministry at Nazareth.   
This is what we need… a coordinator to organize and prepare food, drink, and volunteers.  We 

need people to sign up to help on the day of the funeral lunch.  We need people to provide salads 
and treats (cake, bars, and cookies).   

If you are willing to help in any of these areas please let the church council know your name, 
telephone number and what you can do for this particular ministry.  No rules in whether you are male 
or female or that you are a particular age.  Thank you so much for your help. 

 

Upcoming Worship Volunteers 
June Greeters/Ushers Lector Alter Guild 

6/5 Mike John Jessica 

6/12 Worship in the park 

6/19 Ray Mark John 

6/26 Steve Mike Joyce 

July Greeters/Ushers Lector Alter Guild 

7/3 Vince Nathan Kevin 

7/10 Dave Ray Lisa 

7/17 Doug Steve Mark 

7/24 John Vince Mike 

7/31 Kevin Wendy Nathan 

August Greeters/Ushers Lector Alter Guild 

8/7 Mark Eileen Steve 

8/14 Mike Ellen Vince 

8/21 Nathan John Wendy 

8/28 Ray Joyce Dale 
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Cambridge Firemen’s Days 
June 10, 11 and 12 

Come for dinner Friday in the Park at 5:00 PM 
Firemen are grilling Hamburgers and Hot Dogs and all the fixin’s 
Homemade Pie provided by the Cambridge United Methodist Church  
Norwegian Kringla from the Nazareth Lutheran Bakers  
The Ballard Community Band and Chorus will entertain at 5:30 pm. 
Fireworks at Dusk at Ballard East 

Saturday in the Park and around Town 
10:00 AM Parade!! (line up at 4th and Water st at 9:00) 

10:30 – 2:00 Free Games in the park  
and a Scavenger Hunt (Cambridge Baptist Church and UMC),  

Clown “Balloon Making”, Kiddie Tractor pull (John Griffith) 
 
 
 
 

10:30 – 1:00 Nazareth Lutheran’s Annual Silent Auction 
11:00 – 1:00 Lunch by the Cambridge UMC 

Maidrites, Hot Dogs, chips and a drink 
11:00 – 1:00 Open House at the Cambridge Historical Building, and the Library  

5:00 PM Cambridge Firemen Pork Tenderloin Supper at the Fire Station 

 
Sunday June 12 
Community Worship in the park at 10:30 AM 

Followed by a potluck lunch at the Dorcas Hall 
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Activities for the Month of June
Sunday  
June 5: 10:15 Worship 
   
Tuesday 
June 7: 6:00 PM Food Pantry 
 
Saturday  Firemen Days 
June 11:  10:30 AM Silent Auction 
 
Sunday Worship in the Park  
June 12: 10:30 AM Worship 
  Potluck meal 
 
Tuesday 
June 14: 6:00 PM Food Pantry 
 

 
Saturday Cambridge Community Coffee 
June 18: 9:00-11:00 AM  
 
Sunday  
June 19: 10:15 Worship 
 
Tuesday 
April 19: 6:00 PM Food Pantry 
 
Sunday  
June 26: 10:15 Worship 
 
Tuesday 
June 28: 6:00 PM Food Pantry 

 

Just Think 
You are here not by chance, but by God’s choosing. 

His hand formed you and made you 
the person you are. 

He compares you to no one else - you are one of a kind. 
You lack nothing that His Grace can’t give you. 

He has allowed you to be here at this time in history 
to fulfill His special purpose 

for this generation. 
 
 

The Ladies Aid 
At Nazareth in years past we had a Ladies Aid group, although they may have 

another name in other churches, everyone knew who did the baking, the sewing, the 
quilting, decorated and cleaned the church.  I am not sure that the churches could 
survive without this group. Please read the story below about the Ladies Aid society. 

 
The old church bell had long been cracked, it’s call was but a groan; 
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It seemed to sound a funeral knell with every broken tone. 
“We need a bell,” the brethren said, “But taxes must be paid.  
We have no money that we can spare, just ask the Ladies Aid.” 
The shingles on the roof were old, the rain came down in rills, 
The brethren slowly shook their heads, and spoke of monthly bills. 
The chairman of the board arose, and said “I am afraid 
That we shall have to lay the case before the Ladies Aid.” 
The carpet has been patched and patched, till quite beyond repair, 
And thru the aisles and on the steps the boards showed hard and bare. 
“It is too bad,” the brethren said  “An effort must be made  
To raise an interest on the part of members of the Aid.” 
The preacher’s stipend was behind the poor man blushed to meet 
The butcher and the grocer as they passed him on the street. 
But nobly spoke the brethren then, “Pastor, you shall be paid! 
We’ll call upon the treasurer of our good Ladies Aid.” 
“Ah!” said the men, The way to heaven is long and hard and steep; 
With slopes of care on either side, the path is hard to keep. 
We cannot climb the heights alone Our heart are sore dismayed; 
We ne’er shall get to Heaven at all without the Ladies Aid.” 

Now we don’t have a “Ladies Aid” group at Nazareth but we do have a group of 
both men and women who provide that vital role.  Thank God for our Nazareth “Ladies 
Aid” group!!  

 

 
 

Happy Father’s Day 


