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FROM THE PASTOR
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.









    Ephesians 1.16
It’s early in the morning and I’ve been thinking of all of you.  Have you noticed as we grow older we have those long nights that go into the early mornings where we just can’t sleep?  So many things are going through our minds and for me I have been thinking of all of you.  Praying for each of you.
Some have asked for specific prayers.  Prayers for healing.  Prayers for those who are struggling with various problems and concerns.  Prayers for family that just keep falling and having trouble getting up and moving forward.  Prayers for those who just can’t seem to break that cycle of trouble and struggle.  And prayers for those of you who haven’t asked but I lift your names up to God continuously.
Last week during Confirmation class and our weekly Bible study I offered prayer journals and asking those in attendance to write down names of those in need of prayer.  Also, in my journal I put specific scripture.  One of the confirmation students asked if it was ok to put quotes that she liked in her prayer journal.  I hope and pray each person who I gave a journal too will use them and pray for those in their lives.
I ask each of you to take time in your day to pray.  As we approach October 29th, Reformation Sunday, and will be remembering the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing the 95 thesis to the church door let us pray for God’s church.  We always struggle with change but we are a part of a reforming church.  It began 500 years ago and we continue to change and reform.  Let us seek God’s guidance and with the help of the Holy Spirit let us continue to reform as God wishes.  
I ask each of you to take time in your day to pray.   Pray that God will continue to be present and help each of us to grow in faith and love towards God and God’s children.  How can we help others?  How can we love others?  How can we be better disciples?  Pray…
The next time you struggle getting to sleep spend some time with God in prayer.  I thank you each for the prayers you have spoken to God for me.  I feel them and it brings me great peace to know you are thinking of me and others.
 
I love you all...Pastor Marcia
In Our Prayers This Week:

Pete Genovese, Ashley Reese, Kate Jorgensen, Jessyca Espinoza, Don Hunter, Arnie Pearson, Matt Carver, Alan Duhn, Liam Griggs, Camden Kelsey, Patti Barnett, Chad Grandon, Don Rhode, Ken Larkin, Eva Mae Sampson, Doc Bartleson, Diane Pickar, Mary Ann Apland, Dorothy Denton, Max Dobson, Janet & Roger Thorsen, and all the military especially Taylor Bartleson, Jackson Ringgenberg, Nathan Hovland, and Neal Hovland.
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       We lift up our community as we faithfully pray for peace and faith in our country and the world.

October Birthdays

3 Mike Lewis


5 Kevin Bartleson

10 Mary Ann Apland

14 Alanna Dubberke

24 Kelsey Bartleson

If you wish to have your name added to the birthday list,
 or if it is incorrect, please call Eileen at the office 
515-383-4328

Upcoming Events:

· October 8th Annual trip to the Center Grove Apple Orchard

· October 15th Celebrating the Reformation 2:00pm Stephens Auditorium

· Bar-b-que dinner and a show (date undetermined)
Learn More about Martin Luther 

To celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation Bethesda Lutheran Church in Ames is presenting “Celebrating the Reformation”.  Join us on October 15th at 2:00 pm in Stephens Auditorium.  Dr. Paul Maier will be speaking and Simon Estes will perform.  
There will also be a performance where Martin Luther and his wife Katie will present their testimony of the gospel and the theological focus of Luther’s teaching.

The cost is a freewill offering.  
Weekly Income for August & September
	August
	Attendance
	Offering

	6
	19
	S1,886.00

	13
	18
	$639.00

	20
	27
	$1,252.23

	27
	28
	$1,655.00

	Total
	
	$ 5,432.23

	September
	 
	

	3
	13
	$1,289.00

	10
	21
	$ 825.00

	17
	27
	$395.00

	24
	10
	$1,135.00

	Total
	
	$3,644.00


Your church needs $4,897.92 monthly to meet budget and does so through your generous giving.

Learning our Faith
Children and Adult Sunday School is at 9:15 each Sunday

Confirmation is at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evening

Adult Bible Study is 7:00 PM on Thursday  
Hope you, your children, or grandchildren will join us then.
Some Information about the Message
Several people have asked me about a translation of the Bible they would enjoy reading and understanding.  I have read several translations and I would recommend The Message Bible by: Eugene H. Peterson
Version Information
Why was The Message written? The best answer to that question comes from Eugene Peterson himself: “While I was teaching a class on Galatians, I began to realize that the adults in my class weren't feeling the vitality and directness that I sensed as I read and studied the New Testament in its original Greek. Writing straight from the original text, I began to attempt to bring into English the rhythms and idioms of the original language. I knew that the early readers of the New Testament were captured and engaged by these writings and I wanted my congregation to be impacted in the same way. I hoped to bring the New Testament to life for two different types of people: those who hadn't read the Bible because it seemed too distant and irrelevant and those who had read the Bible so much that it had become 'old hat.”
The goal of The Message is to engage people in the reading process and help them understand what they read. This is not a study Bible, but rather ""a reading Bible."" The verse numbers, which are not in the original documents, have been left out of the print version to facilitate easy and enjoyable reading. The original books of the Bible were not written in formal language. The Message tries to recapture the Word in the words we use today.
I would recommend The Message to all who are interested in “reading” the Bible.  Here is a part of The Message from Matthew 1:18-21
18 The birth of Jesus took place like this. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. Before they came to the marriage bed, Joseph discovered she was pregnant. (It was by the Holy Spirit, but he didn't know that.)  19 Joseph, chagrined but noble, determined to take care of things quietly so Mary would not be disgraced. 20 While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream. God's angel spoke in the dream: "Joseph, son of David, don't hesitate to get married. Mary's pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God's Holy Spirit has made her pregnant. 21 She will bring a son to birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus - 'God saves' - because he will save his people from their sins." 22 This would bring the prophet's embryonic sermon to full term: 23 Watch for this - a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; They will name him Emmanuel (Hebrew for "God is with us"). 24 Then Joseph woke up. He did exactly what God's angel commanded in the dream: He married Mary. 25 But he did not consummate the marriage until she had the baby. He named the baby Jesus.
Nazareth Lutheran Church Council Meeting

Sunday, September 17, 2017

Meeting was called to order at 11:38 by President Mark Lewis.  Present for the meeting were Mark Lewis, Dave Lewis, John Egeland, Vince Tomlinson, Pastor Marcia, Joyce Allen, Nathan Hoveland, and his wife, Janice, sitting in.  Minutes from the July 16th meeting were approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Lisa Smith was not present for the meeting, but the report was submitted and reviewed by Mark Lewis.  $16,000 was transferred from the Capital Improvement Fund to pay for the bell tower repairs, some of which will be reimbursed by various contributions to the Memorial Fund.  Final total TBD.  At present, the Capital Improvement fund is down to $6,693.95 from $22,892.64.  The General Fund Balance as of 8/1/17 was $3,150.87.  Deposits (including Capital Improvement Fund transfer) amounted to $21,475.28, disbursements came to $21,212.25, leaving a September balance of $3,413.90.  SCRIP’s opening balance was $877.84, ending balance came to $892.34.

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor has been keeping busy with three jobs.  Besides pastoring, she’s been working part time at Michaeal’s, and is now helping at Miss Wendy’s Preschool.  She is praying about which direction to go from here, and asks for your prayers and guidance.  It’s hard to walk away from being Cashier of the Week, but really enjoys working with children, even if one of them gave her a cold.  In addition, her puppet ministry is expanding beyond the children’s sermon at Nazareth.  She’s done a few at the Cambridge Library and has been asked to return for more.  
Confirmation started Wednesday, September 13, and she will have five students, four of whom will be confirmed in the Spring.  Adult Bible studies began Thursday, September 14, with about six people in that group, learning about the Reformation – “Justified:  500 Years of Faith.” 
She also asks for prayers for a young parishioner’s mother.  Kiera Genovese’s mother, Pete, has  cancer, so please pray for that family.

Committee Reports:

Property:  The parsonage needs lots of TLC.  The flooring needs to be replaced, a basement leak needs repair, and the inside should be painted.  Pastor will compose a list and prioritize which issues need to be addressed and how soon.  

Christian Ed:  Children’s Sunday School curriculum will mainly focus on stories in the Bible.

Stewardship:  We continue to ask for donations for Back Pack Buddies, and items for Sunday School students to assemble Help for the Homeless Bags.

In reach / Outreach:  Pastor Marcia would like to assemble a “team” of parishioners who will help go door to door, just to ask fellow members of the community if they have a church home,  invite them to come worship at Nazareth, hand them a brochure, and tell them “we’d love to see you.” If interested, speak to any Council member. More information forthcoming.

Music and Worship:  Steve Lewis and Joyce Allen hope to meet with Pastor Marcia soon to finish hymn selection for the rest of the year.  

Old Business:  More thought / discussion given to the bell tower fundraiser dinner.  Joyce hasn’t been able to reach her magician friend, so another thought was a dinner theatre.  Joyce will research some possible scripts for a play, and any suggestions are totally welcomed!

New Business:  The sign-up sheet to help with the food booth at the Jeep Off Road Rally is filled up for both Saturday, September 23, and Sunday, September 24.  Also, property values have been reassessed after the bell tower repairs.  The Parsonage is $90,500, Religious Residence Exemption, and the church was assessed at $68,600.00, Religious Church Exemption.  After the sale of the property behind the church, the lot size is 0.66 acres, or 28,589 square feet.  No totals for 2016 were available for comparison.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:11 by President Mark Lewis as council members were leaving anyway. But with utmost respect.  Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen, Council Secretary.  
Upcoming Worship Volunteers

	October
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	1
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Ellen O
	John E

	8
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	John E
	 

	15
	Doug Larkin Family
	Joyce A
	 

	22
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Kevin L
	 

	29
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Maria T
	Joyce A

	November
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	5
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Mark L
	Mark L

	12
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Mike L
	 

	19
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Nathan H
	 

	26
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	Ray R
	Steve L

	December
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	3
	Doug Larkin Family
	Robin S
	Wendy R

	10
	Mark Lewis and Mava Lewis
	Steve L
	 

	17
	Steve Lewis and Mike Lewis
	Vince T
	 

	24
	Ray Ringgenberg Family
	Wendy R
	Dale D

	25
	Vince Tomlinson Family
	Eileen L
	John E

	31
	John Egeland and Dave Lewis
	Ellen O
	 

	January 2017
	Greeters/Ushers
	Lector
	Alter Guild

	7
	Nathan Hoveland and Kevin Lewis
	John E
	Joyce A


Activities for the Month of October
Tuesday

Oct 3 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Oct 4

6:00 PM Confirmation
Thursday
Oct 5

7:00 PM Confirmation
Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Oct 8

10:15 AM Worship


Apple Orchard Trip

Tuesday

Oct 10 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Oct 11
6:00 PM Confirmation
Thursday
Oct 12
7:00 PM Confirmation
Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Oct 15
10:15 AM Worship


2:00 pm Celebrating the Reformation at Stephens Auditorium
Tuesday

Oct 17 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Oct 18
6:00 PM Confirmation
Thursday
Oct 19
7:00 PM Confirmation
Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Oct 22
10:15 AM Worship
Tuesday

Oct 24 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Oct 25
6:00 PM Confirmation
Thursday
Oct 26
7:00 PM Confirmation
Sunday
9:00 Sunday School
Oct 29
10:15 AM Worship
Invite a Friend Sunday 

Tuesday

Oct 31 
5:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday

Nov1

6:00 PM Confirmation
Thursday
Nov 2
7:00 PM Confirmation
	8
	



