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     “You have heard that it was
said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’

 But I say to you: Love your
enemies and pray for those who
persecute you,  so that you
may be children of your Father in
heaven, for he makes his sun rise
on the evil and on the good and
sends rain on the righteous and
on the unrighteous.  For if you
love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the
same?  And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what
more are you doing than others?
Do not even the gentiles do the
same?  Be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father is perfect.
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   We have begun our Lenten season and I hope you join us for the
monologues of the artisans of the crucifixion. We journey with people who
took journeys with their insight into the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. As we are on
the road through lent to Easter I offer that instead of giving something up for
Lent that you consider taking action during your time of reflection on this
journey.
    It is easy to love family and friends and neighbors that you care for and
agree with but what of those you don’t like or agree with. Not only is it difficult
to love but what about praying for your enemies. When was the last time you
sincerely lifted up your enemy in prayer. Thanking God for them and asking
God to surround them with love and grace. 
    I was listening to a story of a parishioner of how she felt she could not
forgive the person who murdered her sister. Everyone listening to her story
understood her anger and her struggle. No one offered anything but soon the
woman said I know I have difficulty in forgiving, but I do believe that Jesus
died for all and forgives all. As she left the safety of our group I know each of
us lifted her and her family in prayer that Jesus would be with her in the
struggle.
    Each of us have stories of how we struggle with forgiveness and love of
those we deem unlovable. Yet, can we take the step of praying for those who
we find unloveable and unforgivable? Can we allow Jesus to take our
struggles and to take away our judgement? As in all living our faith we need
to practice. Practice praying for your enemy. Practicing asking God to love the
unloveable and to open your heart to love. Ask God to help and change your
hardened heart. To change anger and hate to love and grace And knowing
the struggle we have loving our enemies we ask God to change all those
hearts that are hardened.
    Join us for our journey 
through Lent. I pray for a 
meaningful and hopeful
journey on the road. 
           Blessings,
           Pastor Marcia
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    Nazareth Lutheran Church Council meeting was called to order at 12:02 PM by
President Mark Lewis following a potluck fellowship. Present for the meeting
were Mark Lewis, Vince Tomlinson, Lisa Smith, Dave Lewis, Nathan Hovland, Arlys
Peterson, John Egeland, Joyce Allen, Pastor Marcia, and Church Administrator
Eileen Lewis. (All council members were in attendance!) Members dined on
potato/rice soup, chili and cornbread, ham and cheese sliders, veggies, and a
very tasty Bailey’s dessert. Minutes from the December meeting were approved
as read by Eileen Lewis, with the correction that Zoey was not present. 
    FINANCE REPORT: General Fund is well in the green thanks to a very generous
donation of $5,500. Lisa was going to transfer $10K into the Mission Investment
Fund in January for its better interest rates, but will this month. Eileen wanted to
make sure enough was left in the General Fund to lay more gravel to fill in the
holes in the parking lot. Opening balance of $25,598.03 added $10,618.00,
disbursements totaled $5,699.93, leaving a very nice balance of $30,516.10.
Savings sits at $1,630.68; Capital Improvement’s balance is $1,209.13; Mission
Investment totaled $20,113.41; Missions’ $1,148.98. SCRIP opened with a balance
of $2,665.05. Deposited to it was $900, disbursements came to $875, leaving a
balance of $2,690.05. Some of the deposited funds were from can and bottle
redemptions which will need to go towards after school snacks.
    PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Marcia has enjoyed the children’s sermons, and is
looking forward to Lent. Confirmation classes have been on hold the last couple
weeks, but has picked back up. Mava has written her statement of faith, and did
a great job. She’ll be sharing it on Confirmation Sunday. Pastoral care has been
going well with phone call check ins. She’s been fighting a cold but started
working on Silent Auction donations. She’s also been meeting with colleagues,
discussing things happening in the world lately.
    COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PROPERTY: Eileen suggested placing a sidewalk and step at the NE door – aka
the weekday door. It gets very muddy there, and slippery in the winter. Joyce
suggested a railing as well. It was also suggested this be done by a
professional to make sure it’s done properly. Nathan said he would talk to his
son-in-law who does that sort of work. In addition, the smoke alarms haven’t
been replaced in the parsonage yet, which John said he will absolutely get
done ASAP. 
     CHRISTIAN ED: During Lent, monologues will be presented on Artisans of the
Crucifixion                    Continued on page 4
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   the tanner who made the whip; the basket maker who crafted the crown of
thorns; the blacksmith who forged the nails that went through Jesus’ hands and
feet; the carpenter who carved the cross, and the stone mason who chiseled
the tomb. The stories will be reiterated during the children’s sermon. The
Passion Story will also be presented to the children. Bible study and adult
Sunday school are doing well. Eileen suggested a book for Pastor Marcia for a
teaching tool, entitled “Systemic Theology for Kids.” Books are also available for
teens and adults. 
STEWARDSHIP: Still very much in the green!
INREACH/OUTREACH: Funds are still available for the snack program but grants
are only available every two years. Extra meals will be given out for spring and
winter breaks, which will be tuna noodle casserole ingredients for spring, and
spaghetti for Christmas. Discussion then turned to the summer meal program.
It was suggested by some parents that meals be distributed in the evening as
most parents work and are unable to pick up the meals during the day. Eileen
talked with members of the Methodist Church in Huxley about availability of
space during the late afternoon. 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP: Hymns chosen through May. Pastor Marcia is working on
special music during Lent. Chorus will sing on March 8, and Laurie Hazel is
presenting one of the monologues. Her nephew sings and plays guitar and
hopefully will share his gift with us.
    OLD BUSINESS: Nothing to report
    NEW BUSINESS: Eileen ordered eight Easter lilies from Goode Greenhouses at
$13.00 each, for anyone interested in purchasing one. Discussion then turned to
fund raising ideas to replace dinner theatre that won’t happen this year. One
idea was a 50/50 raffle. Raffle tickets are purchased (amount yet to be
determined) and the winning ticket holder gets 50% of the funds collected.
Another idea was setting up a booth at the bike trail and serving sandwiches,
snacks, and drinks to bikers. It would be during lunch time, and maybe once a
month, starting in May. The sandwiches could either by made by parishioners
or ordered from Logsdons in Maxwell. Next order of New Business concerned
silent auction ideas. It’s getting hard to find donors, so it was suggested we may
need to do some bargaining. One suggestion was to buy a hotel package from
a casino if they would chip in something. We could purchase baseball or
football tickets and see if a nearby hotel would offer a free night. Eileen will
contact a travel agent in Huxley for possible hotel/destination deals.
Campgrounds were also suggested to contact for donations.   Contd on Pg 5
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 CALENDAR FOR 2026
March 15: Council meeting
March 21: Puzzle Party at Dorcas Hall, 6:00 PM
March 29: Palm Sunday
April 2: Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM
April 3: Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM
April 5: Easter Sunday breakfast, Easter baskets, Service at 10:15
April 19: Council Meeting
May 3: Ladies High Tea
May 9: Lunch/Snack on the bike trail
May 15-16: Synod Assembly Meeting in Cedar Rapids (Mark and Vince joining
Pastor Marcia)
May 17: Confirmation Sunday, Council Meeting
May 29: Last day of school
June 12-14: Jubilee Days, June 12: Kringla sales in the Park
June 13: Silent auction / parade, June 14: Worship in the Park
June 21: Council meeting
July 18: Lunch/Snack on the bike trail If previously successful
July 19: Council meeting
August 2-16: back to school drive
August 16: Council meeting
August 24: First day of school
September 13: Sunday School kickoff
September 20: Council meeting
October 10 or 11: Drive through dinner
October 18: Council meeting
October 24 (or November 7): Huxley Vendor Fair
October 31: Trunk or Treat
TBD: Happy bakers begin Lefsa / Kringla
November 15: Council meeting
November 21: Cambridge Vendor Fair
November 23: Community Thanksgiving; Harvest of Blessings
December 13: Christmas program
December 20: Council meeting / planning retreat
December 24: Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM
There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 1:50 by President
Mark Lewis and closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen, Council Secretary. 
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Sunday Mar 1 – Second Sunday in Lent           Sanctuary (back of the ELW)
Genesis 12:1-4a                                                      #623 Rock of Ages    
Psalm 121                                                                 Special Music after the psalm
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                                               #631 Love Divine, All Love Excelling 
John 3:1-17                                                               #465 As the Grains of Wheat
Prayer of the Day                                                   #674 Talents and Tongues Employ
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. 

Sunday Mar 8 – Third Sunday in Lent                Sanctuary (back of the ELW) 
Exodus 17:1-7                                                            #773 Precious Lord
Psalm 95                                                                  Special Music after the psalm
Romans 5:1-11                                                          #632 O God Our Help in Ages Past
John 4:5-42                                                             #465 As the Grains of Wheat
Prayer of the Day                                                #781 Children of the Heavenly Father 
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sunday Mar 15 – Fourth Sunday in Lent             Sanctuary (back of the ELW)
1 Samuel 16:1-13                                                        #764 Have No Fear Little Flock 
Psalm 23                                                                   Special Music after the psalm
Ephesians 5:8-14                                                     #608 Softly and Tenderly
John 9:1-41                                                                #465 As the Grains of Wheat
Prayer of the Day                                                    #856 How Great Thou Art
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sunday Mar 22 – Fifth Sunday in Lent             Sanctuary (back of the ELW)
Ezekiel 37:1-14                                                #803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Psalm 130                                                               Special Music after the psalm

Worship and Music For March
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Romans 8:6-11                                                          (Insert) My Tribute
John 11:1-45                                                                #465 As the Grains of Wheat
Prayer of the Day                                                     #614 There is a Balm in Gilead
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Sunday 29 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday  
Procession with Palms: Matthew 21:1-11              Sanctuary (back of the ELW)
Isaiah 50:4-9a                                                     #344 All Glory Laud and Honor
Psalm 31:9-16                                              #366 The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done
Philippians 2:5-11                                                 #465 As the Grains of Wheat
Matthew 26:14—27:66                                         #838 Beautiful Savior 
Prayer of the Day 
O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer
your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve
us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Worship and Music Continued

Ballard Summer Meal Program

    The Summer of 2025 was a great success! Now it is on to planning for the
summer of 2026. We have sent out a survey to the Ballard School District
parents to gauge interest for 2026. hopefully we will see an increase in the
number of children we will serve.
    We are also hoping to start a partnership 
with the Ballard High School FFA, Family 
Consumer Science and the Business students to
 help us will menu planning, budgeting, fresh 
fruit and vegetable produce and fund raising. 
    If you have ideas or time to help us with this
 program, please contact Eileen Lewis or Kathy
 Parmenter. Fresh ideas are always needed!
    Help us to feed the hungry, and show people
that we care about them.
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    Fundraising is going to look a little different at Nazareth this year. We were
getting a late start doing the preliminary work for the annual play and dinner
this year, and other issues and concerns. We decided that we would skip doing
a play this year.  As you read in the Church Council minutes, we were throwing
around a bunch of fundraising ideas for this year. Here are a couple that we
settled on. We hope that you will come and see what you think of them.
    The first thing we are planning is a “Puzzle Party and Contest”. Teams of
people will gather and race to put together a 300-piece puzzle. Saturday,
March 21 at 6pm we will meet at Dorcas Hall, 208 Water Street, for the contest.
We are still working on determining snacks or food, drinks and price to enter. 
     Another fundraising event that we are planning is to have a lunch or snacks
available to purchase on the bike trail. May 9  will be the first weekend. We will
be selling water and sports drinks, watermelon, bananas, and other items that
bikers will want to stop for.  We thought about a lunch of some type, but we
don’t have picnic tables down at the trail that people could sit at and eat.

th

    If you have suggestions for either fundraiser, or a different one, please let us
know. We are looking for something that is easy, doesn’t take a lot of people
and will make a fair amount of money.

Fundraising ideas and plans

Easter Lilies

Easter Lily Order
If you wish to donate Lilies for the Easter season, please
complete this form and turn it into the church office or 
place it in the offering plates.
Consider sharing the beauty of flowers this holy 
season and recognize or memorialize a loved one 
with an Easter Lily. 
A list of donors will be noted on the Easter Bulletin.
    I would like to order__$13.00___ Lily (s) 
( ) in memory of_____________________
( ) Recognition of____________________
Given by__________________________ 
 Make checks Payable to: Nazareth Lutheran
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Ash Wednesday - February 18, 2026
- Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
- Ps 51:1-17
- 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
- Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Thu – Feb 19 Jonah 3:1-10 Romans 1:1-7 Ps 51
Fri – Feb 20 Jonah 4:1-11 Romans 1:8-17 Ps 51
Sat – Feb 21 Isaiah 58:1-12 Matthew 18:1-7 Ps 51

First Sunday in Lent - February 22, 2026
- Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
- Ps 32
- Romans 5:12-19
- Matthew 4:1-11
Mon – Feb 23 1 Kings 19:1-8 Hebrews 2:10-18 Ps 32
Tue – Feb 24 Genesis 4:1-16 Hebrews 4:14–5:10 Ps 32
Wed – Feb 25 Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28 Matthew 18:10-14 
Ps 32
Thu – Feb 26 Isaiah 51:1-3 2 Timothy 1:3-7 Ps 121
Fri – Feb 27 Micah 7:18-20 Romans 3:21-31 Ps 121
Sat – Feb 28 Isaiah 51:4-8 Luke 7:1-10 Ps 121

Second Sunday in Lent - March 1, 2026
- Genesis 12:1-4a
- Ps 121
- Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
- John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9
Mon – Mar 2 Numbers 21:4-9 Hebrews 3:1-6 Ps 128
Tue – Mar 3 Isaiah 65:17-25 Romans 4:6-13 Ps 128 16
Wed – Mar 4 Ezekiel 36:22-32 John 7:53—8:11 Ps 128
Thu – Mar 5 Exodus 16:1-8 Colossians 1:15-23 Ps 95
Fri – Mar 6 Exodus 16:9-21 Ephesians 2:11-22 Ps 95
Sat – Mar 7 Exodus 16:27-35 John 4:1-6 Ps 95

Third Sunday in Lent - March 8, 2026
- Exodus 17:1-7
- Ps 95
- Romans 5:1-11
- John 4:5-42
Mon – Mar 9 Genesis 24:1-17 2 John 1—13 Ps 81
Tue – Mar 10 Genesis 29:1-4 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 Ps 81
Wed – Mar 11 Jeremiah 2:4-13 John 7:14-31, 37-39 Ps 81
Thu – Mar 12 1 Samuel 15:10-21 Ephesians 4:25-32 Ps 23
Fri – Mar 13 1 Samuel 15:22-31 Ephesians 5:1-9 Ps 23
Sat – Mar 14 1 Samuel 15:32-34 John 1:1-9 Ps 23

Lenten Bible Study

    This is a list of all of the daily scriptures
that would be read during Lent. These
readings may help you to concentrate on
your faith during this season of
preparation for the coming of Jesus. 
    Lenten Prayers to start each day.
    Lord God, we remember the trials and
temptations of your son Jesus Christ 
in his journey through the wilderness, 
and how he triumphed over all.
In our prayers we think of the difficult 
journeys in life encountered by so many 
people in the world.
    We pray that in their different times of
need, they may find discernment to see
their way ahead, and strength to
overcome whatever problems they face.
    We pray that faith may be deepened
in 
this period of Lent, and all may walk 
in the light of the Lord.
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer.
              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I begin this day with a special prayer:
May the broken be healed,
May the sick be restored,
May happiness return to those in despair,
May the lonely be loved,
May the hungry be fed,
And may our world be at peace.
Amen
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Monday of Holy Week - March 30, 2026
- Isaiah 42:1-9
- Ps 36:5-11
- Hebrews 9:11-15
- John 12:1-11

Tuesday of Holy Week - March 31, 2026
- Isaiah 49:1-7
- Ps 71:1-14
- 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
- John 12:20-36

Wednesday of Holy Week - April 1, 2026
- Isaiah 50:4-9a
- Ps 70
- Hebrews 12:1-3
- John 13:21-32

Maundy Thursday - April 2, 2026
- Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
- Ps 116:1-2, 12-19
- 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
- John 13:1-17, 31b-35
 
Good Friday - April 3, 2026
- Isaiah 52:13-53:12
- Ps 22
- Hebrews 10:16-25 
- John 18:1-19:42

Holy Saturday - April 4, 2026
- Job 14:1-14 
- Ps 31:1-4, 15-16
- 1 Peter 4:1-8
- Matthew 27:57-66 

Sunday Apr 5 – Resurrection of Our Lord: 
Easter Day
- Acts 10:34-43
- Ps 118:1-2, 14-24
- Colossians 3:1-4 
- Matthew 28:1-10

Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 15, 2026
- 1 Samuel 16:1-13
- Ps 23
- Ephesians 5:8-14
- John 9:1-41
Mon – Mar 16 Isaiah 59:9-19 Acts 9:1-20 
Ps 146
Tue – Mar 17 Isaiah 42:14-21 Colossians 1:9-14 
Ps 146
Wed – Mar 18 Isaiah 60:17-22 Matthew 9:27-34
Ps 146
Thu – Mar 19 Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8—3:3 Revelation 10:1-
11 Ps 130 
Fri – Mar 20 Ezekiel 33:10-16 Revelation 11:15-19 
Ps 130
Sat – Mar 21 Ezekiel 36:8-15 Luke 24:44-53 
Ps 130

Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 22, 2026
- Ezekiel 37:1-14
- Ps 130
- Romans 8:6-11
- John 11:1-45
Mon – Mar 23 1 Kings 17:17-24 Acts 20:7-12
Ps 143
Tue – Mar 24 2 Kings 4:18-37 Ephesians 2:1-10 
Ps 143
Wed – Mar 25 Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 Matthew
22:23-33  Ps 143
Thu – Mar 26 1 Samuel 16:11-13 Philippians 1:1-11 
Ps 31:9-16
Fri – Mar 27 Job 13:13-19 Philippians 1:21-30 
Ps 31:9-16
Sat – Mar 28 Lamentations 3:55-66 Mark 10:32-
34 Ps 31:9-16

Liturgy of the Passion Palm Sunday - March 29,
2026
- Isaiah 50:4-9a
- Ps 31:9-16
- Philippians 2:5-11
- Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
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    The history of St. Patrick’s Day dates back 
more than 1,000 years and honors Ireland’s 
patron saint, Saint Patrick. The holiday is cele-
brated annually on March 17, the anniversary of 
his death in the fifth century. In 2026, St. Patrick’s 
Day will be celebrated on Tuesday, March 17. 
The Irish have observed this day as a religious 
holiday for over 1,000 years. 
   Saint Patrick, who lived in the fifth century, is celebrated as the patron saint of
Ireland and its national apostle. Born in Roman Britain, he was kidnapped at the
age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a slave. After escaping, he eventually returned
and is credited with introducing Christianity to the Irish people. Over the
centuries following his death, believed to be on March 17, 493, stories about his
life became deeply woven into Irish culture. One of the most famous legends
tells of him explaining the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—using the
three leaves of a shamrock. 
   Since the ninth or 10th century, people in Ireland have celebrated a Roman
Catholic feast day honoring St. Patrick on March 17. Interestingly, the first St.
Patrick’s Day parade didn’t happen in Ireland but in America. Records show one
was held on March 17, 1601, in the Spanish colony of St. Augustine, Florida,
organized by the colony’s Irish vicar, Ricardo Artur, along with a celebration the
year before. Over a century later, on March 17, 1762, homesick Irish soldiers
serving in the British military marched in New York City to honor their patron
saint. From there, enthusiasm for St. Patrick’s Day parades only continued to
grow. It is believed that there are more than 100 St. Patrick's Day parades are
held across the United States; New York City and Boston are home to the largest
celebrations.”
    Today, the New York City parade is the world's oldest civilian parade and the
largest in the United States, with over 150,000 participants. Each year, nearly 3
million people line the 1.75-mile parade route to watch the procession, which
takes more than five hours. Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia and Savannah also
celebrate the day with parades involving between 10,000 and 20,000
participants each. In 2020, the New York City parade was one of the first major
city events to be canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic; it was replaced
by a low-profile ceremonial march in 2021. The parade in New York and others
around the country returned in 2022.
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