As 1 was preparing for Vacation Bible School I came across this
story called The John 3:16 House. It is a Christmas story but I'm sure

you won’t mind hearing this story of one of greatest piece of
scripture of all time.
The John 3:16 House
It was the coldest night of 1930 in the city of Chicago. A fierce

wind was blowing and the temperatures were dropping below the
freezing mark. A twelve-year-old newspaper boy shivered intensely in
the falling snow. His coat, what was left of it, was far too small and

threadbare, providing very little warmth. He had stopped selling

newspapers to the very few people on the street more than an hour ~

earlier. Hardly anyone was passing by the corner where he stood. It
was Christmas Eve and all of the shoppers had hurried home to their
families. The little boy was all alone. Continued on page 2

Kids will be going back to school this
month, so watch for them on their way to
school and home. Also consider
~N

helping to buy the school
supplies that we are
gathering.

See Page 9 for the list of
school supplies.




He was so hungry - he stood in front of a restaurant looking in and watching the cook
through the window. His mouth watered, but he had no money to even buy a slice of bread
to eat, let alone sit down and eat with the celebrating people inside. A policeman walked
by and saw the boy standing and looking in the window.

The officer stopped and placed his hand on the boy’s shoulder and said, “Son, you
shouldn’t be out in this cold weather - you'd better run home now.” The boy looked up and
said, “Sir, I don’t have a home, could you help me? I've been sleeping in a large box under
a bridge, but I'm freezing. Do you know any place warmer where I could sleep tonight?”

The policeman smiled kindly at him and said, “Yes, son, I do. Do you see that big white
house at the end of this street?” When the boy looked and nodded, the man said, “Go to
the door of that house and knock on it. When someone comes to the door just say ‘John
3:16" and they will let you in.”

The boy thanked the nice policeman and still feeling the biting, stinging cold, he did just
what he was told. An older lady who looked like someone’s grandma came to the door
after he knocked. He said to her “John 3:16”. Quickly she threw the door open and
welcomed him inside.

The house was warm, better than any warmth he had ever felt. He went into the living
room with the woman and she sat him down in the most comfortable cushioned rocker
he'd ever felt. The fire was crackling in the fireplace and cast a warmth all over his frozen
body. He thought to himself “John 3:16 - I don’t understand what that means, but it sure
has thawed a cold boy like me out.”

The kind lady asked the boy, “Why aren’t you home and in bed this time of night?
Aren’t your parents worried about you?” The boy looked down at his worn-out shoes, and
tried to hide them under the chair he was sitting in. He swallowed hard and answered, “My
mom and dad were Killed in a car wreck. They didn’t have much money and when they
died there was no one to take care of me. Since they've been gone I've been on the
streets selling newspapers ever since to take care of myself.”

“Are you hungry, dear?” she asked him tenderly. “Oh, yes ma’am. It's been three days
since I ate something. But I don’t want to be any trouble to you,” he answered. The lady
smiled genuinely and said, “Why, you’re no trouble at all. I can already see we are going to
become good friends. Let me get you some dinner.” A few minutes later the woman called
the boy into the dining room. Laid out upon the table were all kinds of delicious looking
food. To the boy it looked like a feast. ~ Continued on page 3



There was roast beef, fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, buttered corn, green
beans and fresh biscuits with honey. Next to his plate was a tall frosty glass full of milk. He
ate until he thought he couldn’t eat another bite. The sweet lady ran to the kitchen and
came back with a big piece of chocolate cake and a slice of apple pie. He ate them both
and leaned back in his chair. As he held his tummy, he thought again “John 3:16 -
Whatever it means, it fills me up like nothing else I've ever tasted.”

The lady and the boy talked together for a while, greatly enjoying getting to know each
other. Soon she noticed he was falling asleep in the chair. The woman led him upstairs to
the bathroom where a huge bathtub was filled with warm water and soap bubbles.

He told her “I don’t think I've ever had a real bath in a tub like this before. It's been
such a long time since I've even had a bath. But now I can’t believe that I'm going to get
into a real bathtub again.” She left him there with a washcloth, soap, and big fluffy white
towel. Lying on the chair next to the tub were clean pajamas she had left for him. He took
off his raggedy clothes and old shoes and put them in a small pile on the floor. As he lay
back his head, soaking in the warmth of the bubbly water, he thought, “John 3:16 - I sure
don’t understand it, but it sure makes a dirty boy like me clean.”

The soft pajamas felt wonderful from the moment he put them on. The lady was waiting
outside the door when he was finished and led him to a bedroom with a beautiful
featherbed. She pulled the covers up around his neck, prayed over him and kissed him
goodnight. Just before she went out the door of the bedroom, the boy called out, “I don’t
remember anybody ever kissing me before except my mother. Thank you.”

As he fell asleep, a tear slid down his cheek and he thought, “John 3:16 - I don’t know
why, but it sure makes you feel loved.” The boy fell fast asleep and slept long hours of
relaxed peace and comfort that he had never known before in his whole life.

The next morning he awoke in the warm, comfortable bed and thought for a moment
that maybe he was dreaming, but he opened his eyes and realized he was still at the John
3:16 House. He went to get his old ragged clothing and shoes, but instead found a few
completely new set waiting for him - in just his exact sizel He couldn’t believe itl Everything
fit just right and felt so nice and warm. He thought - “Wow! John 3:16 - It doesn’t make
sense, but it takes a raggedy old poor kid and dresses him up like a king!”

He walked down the stairs and upon hearing his steps, the kind woman called for him
to come into the kitchen. There the table was spread with a delicious breakfast feast.

Continued on page 4



He ate waffles with maple syrup, bacon, sausage, eggs, fried potatoes with milk gravy and
buttered biscuits with honey. He swallowed it all down with a glass of cold milk and a cup
of hot cocoa. When he couldn’t take one more bite, the lady asked him to come into the
front room again. He stood up and thought, “Well, this is probably when T'll have to leave
the John 3:16 House. I'm not good enough to live in a place like this, I'm just a poor
orphan.”

Was he surprised when she opened the door and there stood a beautifully decorated
Christmas treel She smiled and said, “All of these gifts are all for you, son!” Under the tree
were wrapped presents of all sizes. The boy was shy and a bit embarrassed. He didn't have
any gift for this kind lady. She came over to him and hugged him and said, “Go ahead, open
them alll”

As he unwrapped the packages of toys and clothes, he couldn’t believe it was really
happening. After all of the food and the bath, the bed, the clothes - now all of these
Christmas presents. He sat there thinking and asking himself, “John 3:16 - I don't
understand what it must mean, but it must be wonderful, because it's taken a hungry, poor
orphan like me and made me full and given me all of these great things!” That was even
truer when the lady interrupted his thoughts and asked him, “Would you like to move in
here and live with me? I'd love to have a boy like you.” Tears fell from his eyes when she
asked him that.

He jumped up from where he was sitting and ran over and hugged her. Then he said
“Are you sure I wouldn't be too much trouble for you?” She laughed and said, “The Lord
answered my prayers. You are His answer to me. I live here alone and would enjoy having
you here. I already love you, so if you can put up with a little old lady fussing over you,
please stay.”

Quickly, the boy thought once again, “John 3:16 - It's the answer to my prayers, but I
still don’t understand what it means.”

Just then the lady picked up her worn Bible off the side table while asking him, “Do you
remember what you said that opened the door to this house for you?”

He answered, “Yes, I do ma’am. It was John 3:16".

“That’s right,” she smiled, “but do you know what John 3:16 means?”

He answered, “No, I don't. The first time I heard it was from the policeman last night,
but I'd sure like to know what it means because it must be special

Continued on page 5



Carefully she read John 3:16 to him. It was the first time he had ever heard it. She read,
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth
in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”

The boy looked puzzled. He told her, “That sure is pretty. But I haven’t got a clue about
what it means.”

“Let’s talk about it,” the lady said. “But know this now - John 3:16 wasn't just the key that
gave you entrance into my house last night, but it is the key will get you into Heaven.”

As the two of them talked, she answered questions by going to other verses of the
Bible to make it even clearer what John 3:16 means. Moment by moment, verse by verse, it
was as if this sweet little lady was turning lights on for him and John 3:16 kept becoming
clearer and clearer to the boy. When almost an hour had passed the lady asked him “Now
do you understand the meaning of John 3:167”

He answered, “I do now - it means Christ died for me to take away my sins if I only
believe in Him as my own Saviour.” The lady said, “That’s exactly what it means.”

The boy said, “I've got to be truthful. I know what John 3:16 means now, but how can I
believe Christ chose to die for me when all my life I've felt worthless. And why, oh why,
would any loving Father send His only Son to die in agony on the cross that I should have
been on instead?”

The lady took the boy’s hand and said, “At times, I've wondered that very same thing.
Father God must have been in total agony as He watched His only begotten Son die on
that cross to pay for every sin you and I have ever committed or will commit. The only
reason God allowed it was because He loves us so much that He gave Jesus to die in our
place.”

“And my boy, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for you and me, and for the whole
world, invites you to believe in Him as your personal Saviour. Only then will you ever
realize your real worth and how precious you truly are to God. It was Jesus Christ Who
said in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to Father God except
through Me.”

That man grew up to be a very successful businessman in Chicago. He shared his story
wherever he went, telling others the wonderful truth of John 3:16 and how it made his life
worth living. Yes, John 3:16 made all the difference in the life of that boy and it can make
all the difference in your life, tool!



Ballard Summer Meal Program

We need your help to feed
the children.

Ballard Summer Meal Program feeds any child up to
. the age of 18. There are no financial requirements.
Typical cost range for a month of feeding a child is
around $275-$480. For families living paycheck to
paycheck the summer months without school lunch is
too expensive. We serve 7 lunches each week to the
children.

Each meal includes a protein, such as chicken
nuggets, hamburgers, fish sticks. Also there is milk, fresh veggies, and fresh fruit or fruit cups.

The average cost of the meals is $4.00. We serve on average 135
meals each day. That's 945 meals or $3,780.00 per week. We could
use your help to keep feeding the kids until they go back to school.

Financial Donations:

https:/iwww. zeffy.com/donatio.. /ballard-summer-meal-program.
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AUGUST HYMNS

August 2

Call to Worship: Sanctuary (on back page of ELW)
Opening Hymn: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing #886
Hymn of the Day: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly #461
Communion Hymn: Let Us Break Bread Together #471
Hymn: Be Thou my Vision #793

August 9

Call to Worship: Sanctuary (on back page of ELW)
Opening Hymn: My Faith Looks Up to Thee #759
Hymn of the Day: Precious Lord Take My Hand #773
Communion Hymn: Let Us Break Bread Together #47/1
Hymn: Here I Am Lord #574

August 16

Call to Worship: Sanctuary (on back page of ELW)
Opening Hymn: Let All Things Now Living #881

Hymn of the Day: Amazing Grace #7/79

Communion Hymn: Let Us Break Bread Together #471
Hymn: Blest Be the Tie That Binds #656

August 23

Opening Hymn: Lord, I Lift Your Name on High #857
Hymn of the Day: Upon the Rock of Peter (insert)
Communion Hymn: Let Us Break Bread Together #471
Hymn: They'll Know We Are Christians insert

August 30

Call to Worship: Sanctuary (on back page of ELW)
Opening Hymn: Rise Up O Saints of God #669

Hymn of the Day: What Wonderous Love Is This #666
Communion Hymn: Let Us Break Bread Together #471
Hymn: I Have Decided To Follow Jesus (insert)




Sunday Aug 2 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 55:1-5 Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13-21

Prayer of the Day
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with
this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sunday Aug 9 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:9-18 Psalm 85:8-13 Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33
Prayer of the Day

God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue

your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in

the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sunday Aug 16 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Psalm 67 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Matthew 15:10-28
Prayer of the Day

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us

as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name

may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sunday Aug 23 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6 Psalm 138 Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 16:13-20
Prayer of the Day

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be

our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sunday Aug 30 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:15-21  Psalm 26:1-8 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28

Prayer of the Day
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.



CHURCH COUNCIL

The July Council meeting was postponed due to the Evening with the King event the
weekend of July 17-19. The July and August meeting minutes will be in the September
newsletter.

SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST

BALLARD SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST

Backpacks Elmer's Glue Sticks Trapper Keepers Index Cards

Art pads Crayons (24 count) Spiral Notebooks Markers (8 count)
17 or 2” binders (white/black) Yellow Highlighters 2 pocket folders
Pens (red & black)  Colored pencils Pink Erasers Dry Erase Markers
#2 Pencils (Ticonderoga) Watercolor paint

BASEMENT FLOODING

As you may have heard Nazareth Lutheran Church was the victim of flooding on July 3™
and 4" There was 14 inches of water in the basement. The sump pumps and storm
sewers were overwhelmed with the 13 inches of rain that fell in Cambridge over the
thunderstorms that week.

We hired 1-800 Junk to remove the waterlogged items from the basement including the
couch, TV, bookcases, stove and piano. They also took other smaller items. The 3 furnaces
were damaged. We had to replace 3 control boards, 3 transformers and 1 blower motor in
the furnaces. We also lost close to $750.00 of food for the afterschool snack program.

Overall the estimated cost of the flooding will be approximately $6,000.00 before we
replace the stove, food and any other items from the basement.

With the diligent work of some members and especially Sheila Duhn the basement
floors, walls, and remaining furniture have all been cleaned. Thank you Vince Tomlinson,

John Egeland, Joyce Allen and Dave Lewis.
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ACROSS

2. Sandy shore for sunbathing and
playing

6. Tart and sweet citrus drink

% )
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7. Time off from school or work
8. Brightest star in the night sky
11. Cooling off in the pool or ocean
12. Period of very hot weather =

13. Zodiac sign for late August
birthdays

15. Long car journey for fun

17. Zodiac sign for early August
birthdays

18. Large green fruit with pink
insides

19. Eighth month of the year

20. Outdoor cooking on a grill CT‘OSS&UOY‘d

DOWN
1. Swinging bed hung between !
trees 2 3 4
2. Preparing for a new academic - 3
year
3. Cooling system for indoor
spaces (abbr.)
4. Sleeping outdoors in a tent
5. Gathering ripe crops from = 5 5
fields
8. Warmest season of the year 10
9. When the moon blocks the I ]
sun |
10. Noisy insects that buzz in
trees 2 |
14. Cold brewed beverage ||
16. Qutdoor meal on a blanket L
5 16 |
Air-con Lemonade 7
August Leo 1
. Back-to-school Picnic
Barbecue Road trip - 18 |
Beach Sirius : _—
Camping Solar eclipse :
Cicadas Summertime  * T =
Hammock Swimming
Harvest Vacation
Heatwave Virgo
Iced tea Watermelon
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	“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”

