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FROM THE PASTOR

     It was a long hot summer for us here at Nazareth.  I missed communicating with you via the newsletter but with Eileen traveling to India we were unable to work it out to do newsletters.  Thank you for understanding and I’ll try to update you in everything that happened this summer.  Ok, maybe not everything but perhaps the highlights to the ministry that has been occurring.

     June – We celebrated with the Cambridge community by participating in Jubilee Days.  We even had a float for the parade.  Rumor is that we won first place for the float in the parade.  Since we were the only float I can safely say that could be a true statement.  The float was connected to our fundraiser titled “Holy Cow Fundraiser” which we collected change to buy a cow through Heifer International at church and in the park during Jubilee Days by selling no bake cookies.  At the end of August we sent money to Heifer International and purchased a heifer, a goat, and chickens.   We hope to continue this ministry again next year from Easter to VBS.  
     We also had a very successful Silent Auction on Saturday of Jubilee Days.  We raised over $2,000 and we gave back to Cambridge Fire Department, Food Pantry, and Hope Ministries.  We ended the weekend by sharing worship with the community.  The Methodist and Lutherans planned and led the worship.  It was a glorious weekend of fellowship, sharing in community, and witnessing God’s message of hope and grace.  
     The month ended with Bishop Michael Burk, Southeastern Iowa Bishop, visited Nazareth Lutheran in connection of celebrating my 15 years of ministry here at Nazareth.  It was a good day. 

     July – Usually July is very quiet but not this year.  We moved Vacation Bible School from August to July this year.  In the past 4 years we have been averaging 80 children in VBS.  We were down this year.  We averaged 60 children.  Thank you Jesus!  It was a joyous, fun, exciting, tiring (for the adults) time.  I love VBS and continue to enjoy it each and every year.  I hope at some point in time you come and participate in VBS.  
     One story… many of our children and parents invite neighbors and friends and family to attend VBS.  One of our children invited her next door neighbor who does not attend church.  As most of you know we have a mural of Jesus at our altar.  This little girl kept staring at the mural and finally asked one of the adults who that man was and she couldn’t take her eyes off him.   The adult introduced her to Jesus and told her how much he loves her.  She smiled and said, “I can tell” and then she went off to sing and dance.  The adult shared this story with me and we both cried.  God is so good to allow us to witness love given to his children.
     August – Was supposed to be the quiet month but several of our members had surgery, were in the hospital, and homebound.  I found myself on the road many times which gave me lots of time to pray for all of you!  
     This month was also the time I finalized our curriculum for Sunday school.  It took many hours but I enjoyed myself so much and when I asked for volunteers to teach I had the joy to meet with 7 people who will teach our children.  I have a special thank you to Wendy Dubberke and Lerin Dubberke for helping fine tune the curriculum.  Not coming from a teaching background they help me with lesson plans.  
     September 15 was the first Sunday and I taught the first lesson.  It was so cool and so fun.  I learned as much if not more than the children.  If you wish to learn more just let me know and I’d be glad to talk to you about our curriculum.  I’m so excited that we’re teaching our children about the prophets and how they too are messengers of God.

     As you know we are now in September and I’m looking forward to the fall and the many “Surprise Ministries” that God has to offer each of us.  Peace and prayers to all of you!

New Bishop for ELCA

     The 2013 ELCA Church wide Assembly elected the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton as this church’s fourth presiding bishop. She will serve a six-year term beginning November 1. 
     Born in Cleveland on April 2, 1955, Bishop Eaton earned a Master of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., and a Bachelor of Arts degree in music education from the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio. 
     Ordained June 4, 1981, Bishop Eaton served as assistant pastor of All Saints Lutheran Church in Worthington, Ohio; interim pastor of Good Hope Lutheran Church in Boardman, Ohio; and pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in Ashtabula, Ohio. She was elected bishop of the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod in 2006 and re-elected in May 2013. 
     Bishop Eaton is involved in a number of boards and committees. She is a board member of Trinity Lutheran Seminary and Capital University, both based in Columbus, Ohio. She is a member of the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating Committee and the ELCA Conference of Bishops Executive Committee. She also serves on the Conference of Bishops Domestic Ready Bench and serves in roles with the ELCA Malaria Campaign, the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry, PORTICO Philosophy of Benefits Task Force, Ohio Council of Churches and Lutheran Planned Giving in Ohio. 
     Prior to her election, Eaton was the liaison bishop to the ELCA Church Council and a member of the ELCA Memorials Committee for the 2007, 2011 and 2013 ELCA Church wide Assemblies. She served as a delegate to The Lutheran World Federation Assembly in Budapest in 1984, on the review team for Lutheran Episcopal dialogues in 1982, and she was a part of the delegation from the ELCA’s predecessor church bodies to the German Democratic Republic in 1982. 

     Eaton’s husband, the Rev. T. Conrad Selnick, an Episcopal priest, is pastor of St. Christopher’s-by-the-River in Gates Mills, Ohio. They reside in Ashtabula and are parents of two adult children, Rebeckah and Susannah.
Sunday School Announcements…
Sunday Morning

     The theme this year is “Who Are You?  A Prophet “messenger” of God!  We had our first Sunday school and look forward to the rest of the fall.  If you have children or know of children of Sunday school age and would like to attend please let us know.  We would love to have more children to share God with here at Sunday school.  Sunday school is at 9am.  Adults are meeting upstairs at 9am and look forward to welcoming others to study the Bible.
Thank You!

Thank you to are many Sunday school teachers which include Lyn Hook, Joyce Allen, Bridget Hilgenberg, Jessica Voshell, Becca Hasbrouck, Wendy Dubberke, and Lerin Dubberke.  They all stepped forward to help teach this year and we are very thankful for them volunteering.

Ministry & Community Updates…

Our Work, His Hands!

     A reminder this is a ministry started by Cambridge UMC and Nazareth participates.  On Saturday, September 9th 35 people gathered to do community projects in the Ballard area.  We did several projects in Cambridge, Huxley, and Slater.  If you have a household project, outdoors project, or just want to see us, contact the church at 383-4328.  This group is comprised of people from Nazareth, Cambridge UMC, and the communities listed above.  Out of the 35 people who worked on Saturday, September 9th 25 of those people were young people!

Community Committee

     Pastor Marcia has volunteered to work and participate in the committee to help with community events such as Jubilee Days and Fall Fest.  Fall Fest is scheduled for Saturday, October 19 beginning at 5 pm.  There will be a supper and a scary hay rack ride through the woods near the elementary school.  Look for the posters throughout the community.  The committee has already scheduled several meetings to talk about and plan Jubilee Days.  If you have any suggestions just let Pastor Marcia or Becca Hasbrouck, the chairperson of the committee, know of your idea.

In Our Prayers…

Max Dobson, Amy Strable, Marsha Henry, Carly Bartleson, Lee MacDonald , Max Olson,  Mary Ann Apland, Devin Hilgenberg, Judith Giertz, Ken Larkin, Mava Lemon, Nancy Johnson, Skip Benton, Renee Ruden, Isaac Akers, Gabe Rhiner, Aryanna Wiebke, Josh McClure, Janet & Roger Thorson, Joe Echer, Elaine Helgeland, Ray Harrelson, Dorothy Denton, Sam & Cathy Owen, Taylor Bartleson, Daisy Fjelland, Dianne Aust, Jean Olson, Tyler Olson.

We lift up our congregation as we faithfully work through our financial difficulties and prayerfully consider our future as a church.
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October Birthdays

3 Mike Lewis

5 Kevin Bartleson

10 Mary Ann Apland

12 Carol Olson

14 Alanna Dubberke

24 Kelsey Bartleson

24 Chandler Hilgenberg

Activities for the Month of October
Tuesday

Oct 1
 
6:00 PM Food Pantry
Wednesday  1:30 PM WELCA  

Oct 2

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Oct 6

10:15 Worship Service

Tuesday

Oct 8
 
6:00 PM Food Pantry
Wednesday     

Oct 9

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Oct 13

10:15 Worship Service

Tuesday

Oct 15 
6:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday     

Oct 16

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Oct 20
10:15 Worship Service

Tuesday

Oct 22 
6:00 PM Food Pantry

Wednesday     

Oct 23

6:30 PM Confirmation Class

Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School

Oct 27

10:15 Worship Service

Tuesday

Oct 29
6:00 PM Food Pantry
Wednesday  

Oct 30
6:30 PM Confirmation Class

~~~~~~~~

God Will Is Health “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that your body] may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers.”

3 John 2

Upcoming Worship Volunteers
	October
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	Jason & Becca
	Eileen
	Dave & Kevin
	Allen, Joyce

	13
	John E &  Sandy D
	Ellen O
	Mark & Eileen
	 

	20
	Joyce & Dale
	Jean O
	Ray & Wendy
	 

	27
	Mark & Eileen
	Jessica V
	Steve & Becky
	Dunlap, Dale

	November
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Ray & Wendy
	John E
	Dave & Jamie
	Moody, Easton

	10
	Steve & Becky
	Joyce A
	DeAnn & Bridget
	 

	17
	Dave & Jamie
	Mark
	Doug & John E
	 

	24
	DeAnn & Bridget
	Steve
	Jacob & Easton
	Allen, Joyce

	December
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Doug & Holly
	Wendy
	Mark & Mike
	Moody, Jacob

	8
	Jacob & Easton
	Dale D
	Jason & Becca
	 

	15
	Janice & Nancy
	DeAnn 
	Dave & Kevin
	 

	22
	Jason & Becca
	Eileen
	Mark & Eileen
	 

	24
	John E &  Sandy D
	Ellen O
	Ray & Wendy
	Weatherman, N

	25
	Joyce & Dale
	Jean O
	Steve & Becky
	Allen, Joyce

	29
	Mark & Eileen
	Jessica V
	Dave & Jamie
	Dunlap, Dale


Minutes of the Nazareth Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting

August 18, 2013
Present for the meeting were Mark Lewis, Steve Lewis, Dave Lewis, Sandy Durby, John Egeland, Joyce Allen and Pastor Marcia.

The meeting was called to order at 9:50 AM by President Mark Lewis in Jesus' name.

Reports from the Secretary and Treasurer were read and approved.  Discussion regarding concern in the drop  in funds and membership for the month.  Pastor Marcia shared that this is a problem shared with other churches in the area, especially this time of year,  and not limited to Nazareth.

Pastor's Report:


Sunday School curriculum was written for children, and six volunteers have agreed to teach.  We will meet Tuesday, August 20 at 6:30 at the church to go over curriculum.  Monthly visits were taken care of as were a couple hospital visits.  It was requested to have one-sheet bulletins for church service while Eileen was in India, which was done.  Attended colleague group and worship at Ballard Creek.  VBS was the second week of July at Nazareth; averaged 65 children and 15 volunteers.

Committee Reports:

Property:  Discussion to hire someone to build an awning over the furnace outside for protection from snow and ice falling from the roof which caused some damage last year.  Also concern for falling snow and ice causing damage to people entering the church.  Mark will call Bill Thomas to request his services and expertise to build the awnings, and John will look for materials

Christian Education:  Letters have been written to parents and children to invite them to Sunday School, and rides can be provided to and from the church if needed.   An article and pictures of the fund raising were sent to Heifer International, along with a $660 check to purchase the goal of a cow, as well as sheep, chickens and ducks.  Remaining funds were kept to get a head start on next year.

Stewardship:

Nothing to report.

In reach/outreach:  

Pastor Marcia will provide food for fellowship August 30.

Music and Worship:

Songs for the Christmas service will be selected so guitarist for Christmas Eve worship can begin practicing.  Christmas program will be during church on December 22, with rehearsals held 11/24, 12/1, 12/8 and 12/15.  Pastor Marcia will meet with the Methodist Church for a possible joint program.  

Old Business:

The door dedication will be Reformation Sunday, the end of October.  This is also “Bring a Friend Sunday.”

New Business:

A representative from LSI spoke last Sunday, requesting help for a family whose children needed transportation to and from school.  Happily, the request was fulfilled by church members.  

No other reports at this time, and the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 with the Lord's Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted by Joyce Allen in Dale Dunlap's absence.

Minutes of the Nazareth Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting

September 15, 2013

Present for meeting: Pastor Marcia, John Egeland, Mark and Eileen Lewis, David Lewis, Joyce Allen and Dale Dunlap.

Meeting called to order by President Mark Lewis in Jesus’ name.

Joyce read the secretary report; they were approved as read. The treasurer was not present so no report was read. Sandy did have statements and balances to the members so they were reviewed and approved. 

Pastor Marcia’s Report: She painted in the “His Work, Our Hands” project this month. There were 35 total participants, 25 kids and 10 adults; three were from our church. She made a cold call to invite a family to our church. Confirmation classes have started. They are planning a trip to Haunted Forrest. Sunday school has started again, there were seven kids attending. Pastor Marcia volunteered to do the bulletins; this is not a pastor’s duty and we appreciate the help.

Committee Reports

Property: Mark talked with Bill Thomas about a roof over the north entry door. He has not received estimates yet. John spoke to Lowe’s about awning materials for the air conditioner and estimates could run around $500. We will check options over the next month. The church and parsonage had lightening damage from a storm last week. It took out both phones and printer. We need to replace. Dale will check with brother as he had some phones and maybe a printer. If anyone has a printer they are not using please let us know.

Christian Education: Sunday school will study “Who are you?” Owls will represent the “who” in the title. They are learning about the profits. 

In reach/ outreach: Pastor will get a signup sheet next week.

Music and Worship: Christmas Music program will be December 22 during service. Liam Griggs will produce the Christmas Eve music.

New Business: Medical insurance is renewing and the premium has gone up from $507 to $561. The policy has changed a bit also. The Synod recommends the plan, John motioned to go with the recommendation, and Dale seconded with all ayes. Motion was approved. Election is coming up to replace council members who are leaving. This will include the treasurer, secretary and two other council members. If anyone is interested please contact Pastor Marcia.

Respectfully,

Dale Dunlap

Monthly Attendance and Giving

	July
	Attendance
	Giving

	7
	25
	$2,022.00 

	14
	18
	$565.00 

	21
	36
	$680.00 

	28
	33
	$535.00 

	August
	
	

	4
	18
	$1,715.00 

	11
	29
	$83.00 

	18
	29
	$1,230.00 

	25
	29
	$405.00 

	September
	Attendance
	Giving

	1
	28
	$1,986.00

	8
	25
	$1,020.00

	15
	31
	$439.00

	22
	29
	$337.00

	29
	
	


Your church needs $5,930.85 monthly

to meet the annual budget and does so through your generous giving.
Church Funnies

It seems that there was a little old church out in the countryside: painted white and with a high steeple.One Sunday, the pastor noticed that his church needed painting. He checked out the Sunday ads and found a paint sale. The next day, he went into town and bought a gallon of white paint. He went back out to the church and began the job.

He got done with the first side. It was looking great. But he noticed he had already used a half gallon. He didn't want to run back in town and being the creative person that he was, he found a gallon of thinner in the shed out back, and began to thin his paint.It worked out great. He finished the remaining three sides with that last half gallon of paint.

That night, it rained: it rained hard. The next morning when he stepped outside of the parsonage to admire his work, he saw that the first side was looking great, but that the paint on the other three sides had washed away.

The pastor looked up in sky in anguish and cried out, "What shall I do?"

A voice came back from the heavens saying, "Repaint, and thin no more!"

~~~~~~

8 year-old's Explanation of God

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth.

He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.

God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime.  God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this .

Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you couldn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren't any who come to our church.

Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.

His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.

You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's God.

Don't skip church or do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can.

It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.

But... you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can take me back anytime he pleases. And this is what I know about God.
	10
	



